
life and salvation. Now, the power of Satan
is opposed to all this.

Now, let me state somewhat the reason
why the devil appears as a gentleman when
he presents himself to the children of men.
The children of men have good principles
dwelling within them. When their spirits
came into this mortal flesh, they brought
with them the love of all truth, virtue, and
goodness; but the sin that has contami-
nated the mortal tabernacle through the
fall creates what the Apostle Paul, when
writing in Timothy, calls a “warfare.”
When Joseph Smith first preached the
Gospel to this generation the Spirit of God
attended it, and that Spirit met an oppos-
ing spirit, which was the spirit of Satan, ex-
erting his power to lead away mankind
from the truth to everlasting ruin; while
the Spirit of the Gospel, the Spirit of the
Lord Jesus Christ, sought to lead to exalta-
tion and everlasting life. Here are the two
powers in opposition to each other.

Now, remember that it is not because
we are called “Mormons,” or Latter-day
Saints, that we meet opposition; there is
nothing odious in mere names and titles.
Joseph Smith has as good a right to his
name as John Smith has to his. There is
nothing criminal in the simple name of
Joseph Smith; yet, he being a servant of
God and a preacher of righteousness, his
name became odious to the wicked, and
the three simple words, “Old Joe Smith,”
were sufficient to arouse in their hearts
every vindictive and bloodthirsty desire. It
was not, however, this simple name that
aroused the worst feelings of the human
heart against those who loved and 
obeyed the truth; but it was the spirit 
of Satan working in the hearts of the chil-
dren of disobedience against the truth.
Why was Joseph Smith, and why are 
his brethren, so odious to those who are

not of us? Because we have the words of
eternal life to offer to the world. The devil
is opposed to this, and offers resistance to
the progress of the spirit of the Gospel by
arousing the wicked, who are under his in-
fluence, to hate, and persecute, and annoy
in every possible way, the true followers of
the Lord Jesus.

Let me say to you, my friends (and if I
have foes here I say it also to them), there
is no spirit inhabiting a mortal tabernacle
(that has not sinned away the day of grace),
but what naturally loves and adores the
truth, and would bless and honor all those
who seek to walk in the way of the Lord,
were it not for the influence and power of
evil by which they are controlled. There is a
constant warfare between the good and the
evil. The mortal tabernacle is of the earth
earthy, and came forth for the express pur-
pose of being prepared to serve as a
dwelling for the eternal spirit; and the spirit
has come here for the express purpose of
getting a tabernacle; and the sin that is in
the fleshy tabernacle is against the good
that is in the spirit. The Apostle Paul, when
writing to the Romans, says, “For I delight
in the law of God, after the inward man:
But I see another law in my members, war-
ring against the law of my mind, and
bringing me into captivity to the law of sin
which is in my members.”

It is not the name of a man or the name
of a sect which inspires this warfare, but it
is a war which has always existed, and will
always continue to exist, between the good
and the bad, between the power of God and
the power of the devil. To these who are not
instructed in the things of God it appears to
be a warfare between sects and parties. 
The votaries of the bad excuse themselves
for their persecutions of the good by 
supposing that they, themselves, as individ-
uals, or their nations, are about to suffer
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