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Church makes a government to protect
itself, but who knows what that govern-
ment is? All those to whom it has been
revealed, and no others. Let the Saints re-
flect upon these matters which I am laying
before them. Think of your holy endow-
ments and what you have been anointed
to become, and reflect upon the blessings
which have been placed upon you, for they
are the same in part that were placed upon
Jesus; he was the one that inducted his
Apostles into these ordinances; it was he
who set up the kingdom of which we are
subjects. This is the kingdom of which all
the Prophets spake, and to which Daniel
alluded when he said, “And in the days of
these kings shall the God of heaven set up
a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed:
and the kingdom shall not be left to other
people, but it shall break in pieces and con-
sume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand
forever.” It is a blessing to have the privi-
lege of entering into the kingdom of God
and partaking of the privileges and bless-
ings that are bestowed upon its members.

The testimony has gone forth that who-
soever will repent and be baptized for the
remission of sins shall receive the Holy
Ghost. This is the only way whereby man-
kind can be saved. Still mankind will de-
vise systems of their own, in preference to
walking in the way which God has marked
out: and it appears that every man has his
own way and wishes to walk in the path
which he himself marks out, and it is a
good deal with mankind as the writer of
the Proverbs describes it, “There is a way
which seemeth right unto man, but the
end thereof are the ways of death.”

When people embrace the Gospel
they are then called upon to do all
things which Jesus has commanded
them, to live by the instructions of
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the Apostles and Elders of the Church. If
they have been guilty of stealing, they must
steal no more; for if they are found guilty
they will be cast out as the law of God pre-
scribes. They must not bear false witness,
nor do anything that is forbidden in the
ten commandments, which you know we
were all taught to reverence when we went
to the Sunday school in our childhood. Is
that all that is required of us? No, those
ten commandments do not constitute one
hundredth part of the commandments that
God gave to Adam in the beginning. Just
let us look at these commandments, and
then compare them with some of those
given in our own day. In the 20th chap. of
Exodus we find the Lord introducing the
subject by reassuring the Israelites that he
was the Lord their God; who had brought
them out of the land of Egypt and out of
the house of bondage, and then he pro-
ceeds to speak and to command them what
to do and what not to do; and in these
commandments, which I will read to you,
the Almighty shows that he is very jealous
of his honor, and that he requires the undi-
vided service and worship of his people. It
will not do us any harm to look over those
commandments, but it may do some of us
a great deal of good, and, therefore, I will
call your attention to them. We find them
written in the following language—

“Thou shalt have no other gods before
me.

“Thou shalt not make unto thee any
graven image, or any likeness of anything
that is in heaven above, or that is in the
earth beneath, or that is in the water under
the earth:

“Thou shalt not bow down thyself to
them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy
God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity
of the fathers upon the children unto the
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