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preaching of the gospel. The Elders have
converted one here and another there; they
have fulfilled the scripture which says: “I
will take two of a family, and one of a city,
and bring them to Zion.”

We now see a similar condition of
things politically, to what has long existed
religiously. Our own country is now suf-
fering in consequence of this spirit of op-
position, and it is causing many hearts
to mourn because of losing their friends,
and when the trouble will be at an end, is
not for me to say. Now the Presbyterians
of the North are preaching and praying
against their Presbyterian brethren in the
South; and this is precisely the condition
of the Baptists, Methodists, Quakers and
Shakers, and I am really sorry that such is
the case. There are many honorable and
peaceable citizens who are moving West in
consequence of the lamentable state of our
once happy and peaceful country.

When I think of these things I always re-
flect upon the travels of this Church; I call
to mind our trials and privations in leaving
Kirtland, Ohio. I call to mind our blessings
and our troubles in the State of Missouri;
I think of what we passed through and en-
dured in the State of Illinois, and I shall
not soon forget our wearisome and toil-
some journey from Nauvoo to Winter
Quarters, and then from the Frontiers
of Towa to these peaceful valleys. I re-
joice many times in my reflections when
I consider the goodness of the Almighty
unto us, in bringing us to this goodly
land. Here we can enjoy ourselves in the
liberty of the gospel; we can make our-
selves comfortable, and surround ourselves
with the comforts and blessings of this life.
In this respect we are privileged and
blessed above many of our fellow creatures,
and our blessings ought to cause us to
look with compassion upon, and have
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charity for those who sit in darkness and the
shadow of death. It is our duty to consider
what we were before we heard the gospel;
we were quite as ignorant of God, Angels
and heaven as the children of disobedience
now are, but through the medium of Joseph
Smith we were brought to an understand-
ing of the principles of eternal life, and
many of us have since been to the nations
to teach them repentance and baptism for
the remission of sins. Jesus set the example,
and although he was without sin he submit-
ted to the ordinance that he might fulfil all
righteousness. John objected to perform
the ordinance, but after Jesus had informed
him it was requisite that he should honor
the law of heaven, John then consented to
officiate. As a proof that that was accept-
able, the heavens were opened, and a voice
heard to say—"“This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased.”

Now this conduct of our Savior was an
example to all mankind, and every person
who desires salvation must pass through
this ordeal. By being baptized and keep-
ing all the commandments, we become the
beloved sons and daughters of God, the
Holy Ghost descends upon us, and we are
continually enlightened by its benign in-
fluences. After becoming members of this
Church it becomes our duty to set a good
example before all men, to pursue a course
that will be acceptable in the sight of God
and worthy of imitation, and let me en-
courage everyone to be faithful to their
covenants, and live pure and holy lives be-
fore God.

The members of this Church are all
blessed with the privilege we enjoy this day,
of partaking of the emblems of the bro-
ken body and shed blood of Jesus Christ.
When Christ instituted this supper he en-
joined its continuance upon his disciples,
and we have been instructed to observe it
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