
all the bread we need, and have some to 
spare for our friends. I have seen the time 
when our brethren have had to eat beef-
hides, wolves, dogs and skunks. You may 
smile, but I can tell you that it was no 
laughing matter at that time, for there were 
many who could not get even dogs to eat. 
Many of the brethren in those trying times 
were clothed in skins of wild animals. I felt 
impressed to prophesy to them, and I said, 
“Never mind, boys, in less than one year 
there will be plenty of clothes and every-
thing that we shall want sold at less than 
St. Louis prices;” and I thought when I 
came to reflect upon it that it was a very 
improbable thing, and brother Rich told 
me that he thought I had done up the job 
at prophesying that time, but the sequel 
showed the prediction to be of the Lord. 
In less than six months, the emigration to 
California came through here laden down 
with good clothing, bacon, flour, groceries, 
and everything we wanted. The opening 
of the gold mines had caused them to rush  
for the scene of excitement; they came

with their trunks full of the best of cloth-
ing, and they opened them and turned 
out a great deal of the clothing, and the 
brethren and sisters bought good coats, 
vests, shawls, and dresses at a mere nomi-
nal price, and in this way the Lord supplied 
our wants, and he will do so again if the 
circumstances ever require it. This is the 
God that I believe in, and in him I put 
my trust. I know also that he will fight our 
battles from this time henceforth if we will 
only do right. He will turn our enemies 
aside and cause all things to work together 
for our good. Therefore, let us trust in him, 
and he will send his angels to watch over 
us, and he will preserve us as in the hollow 
of his hand.

May the Lord multiply his bless-
ings upon you, brethren and sisters, and 
upon all the faithful ministers and Saints 
throughout the world, and may He bless 
all those who do good, who love righteous-
ness and desire the welfare and building 
up of Zion; I ask this in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Amen.
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