
All may receive it upon these simple terms,
and become entitled to all its blessings and
privileges. When all who constitute this
kingdom are faithful to its requirements, it
moves along; the old ship Zion will not
stop; upon this we may be satisfied, and
give ourselves no further trouble.

When we look abroad upon the world
we see mankind running to the east and to
the west, to the north and to the south,
here and there. They are thrown upon the
great ocean of human affairs, without com-
pass, rudder, or pilot to guide their little
barques to a safe haven of rest. They wan-
der to and fro upon the earth; eyes have
they, but they see not; ears, but they hear
not; and they know not whither to go to
find that joy and peace their hearts seek
and long for. Their minds individually are
confused and distracted, and they cannot
see the way of safety when it is placed be-
fore them; yet here it is—this kingdom, a
living miracle to all its beholders; this is ad-
mitted by and astonishes the world.

The great skill and ability of a single
man in bearing off this people, and in giv-
ing this kingdom success as a nation and
as a community is often referred to. This
is a mistaken idea; but still the people who
know not and understand not the things
of God, will entertain it. They attribute
the success of this work to human agency
entirely; they are averse to giving the Lord
Almighty the credit which justly and
rightly belongs to him. The same disposi-
tion was manifested by the Scribes and
Pharisees of old. In the 9th chapter of the
gospel by John, we have an instance of 
this in the case of the man who was 
born blind, but whose eyes were opened
by Jesus Christ. The neighbors and 
those who had seen him that was blind,
said: “Is not this he that sat and begged?”
They inquired how his eyes were

opened. He told them and gave the credit
of this great miracle to Jesus Christ. The
Scribes and Pharisees were not willing to
give the glory and credit of this miracle to
the Savior; and because the man that was
blind, and could now see, persisted that
Jesus was a prophet and had opened his
eyes, they cast him out.

If the Father of Jesus Christ were here,
and should publicly feed the multitudes,
and clothe them, and build their houses for
them, they would not be willing to ac-
knowledge God and give him the praise
and glory and credit that is due to him.
This arises from the spirit of opposition
which is in the hearts of the children of
men. It is the spirit and power of evil in
opposition to the power of good that has
forever existed, and ever will exist, and here
is the warfare.

We are the subjects of the kingdom of
God; if we observe its laws and ordinances
and transgress none of them—neglect none
of them—lay aside none of them—then
the kingdom itself will bear off all its mem-
bers to the haven of salvation and rest. We
know this; it is our daily experience. How
can the world know the things of God?
They can read about them, but they can-
not know them without the Spirit of God;
“For what man knoweth the things of a
man, save the spirit of man which is in
him? even so the things of God knoweth
no man, but the Spirit of God.”  They
know nothing about this kingdom; we do
not expect them to know, and it is no mar-
vel to us when we reflect upon all that is
done by the power of Satan against it, for
his power will be continually exerted
against it through the agency of the igno-
rant and wicked of mankind.

How long will this opposition con-
tinue? Until Jesus comes to take the 
kingdom and destroys death and him

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES250


