
that hath the power of death. Will evil all
be destroyed? Yes, the evil which pertains
to this earth; but still the same principle of
evil will exist elsewhere. Pertaining to this
earth death will be swallowed up in victory,
and Jesus Christ will come and rule and
reign over all nations as he does in the
kingdom of the Saints. Until then, this evil
power will be exerted to its uttermost to
destroy and lead astray every man and
woman who loves the truth. It is no matter
to the devil what religion men profess or
what they worship, how many sacraments
they observe, or how many ordinances they
pass through, so that they are not legally in
the possession of the priesthood of the Son
of God, and will not worship the true and
living God in the manner he has directed.
The devil does not care how much religion
there is on the earth; he is a great preacher,
and to all appearance a great gentleman,
and it is necessary that he should be, and
that all his co-workers should be as like
their great leader and master as possible.
They have forsaken the fountain of living
waters, and hewed them out cisterns, bro-
ken cisterns, that can hold no water. It is
popular nowadays to be religious, it has be-
come the seasoning to a great deal of rascal-
ity, hypocrisy and crime.

Here is the kingdom of God, and the
Saints should understand, that, if they
abide in this kingdom they will realize
every promise made to them in its ordi-
nances and covenants. There can be no
safety or merit claimed in forsaking the
true Church and kingdom of God; there is
nothing excellent or praiseworthy in this
act. What would you think of a person
who would forsake a good staunch ship at
sea in a storm and commit himself to the
mercy of the raging elements? I should
think the same of him as I would of 
these who forsake this Church. The devil

has blinded their eyes to that degree that
they recklessly and willfully plunge into
sure and certain destruction. The devil and
his servants give their sanction and support
to anything that will lead astray the people,
even if it is very like the kingdom of God,
yet a little different to that order of things
which the Lord has established in his
Church for the salvation of mankind.

Paul writes to the Corinthians, “Now ye
are the body of Christ, and members in
particular. And God hath set some in the
church, first apostles, secondarily prophets,
thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then
gifts of healings, helps, governments, diver-
sities of tongues.”

The same Apostle writes to the Eph-
esians upon the same subject, “He that de-
scended is the same also that ascended up
far above all heavens, that he might fill all
things. And he gave some, apostles; and
some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and
some, pastors and teachers: For the perfect-
ing of the saints, for the work of the min-
istry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:
Till we all come in the unity of the faith,
and of the knowledge of the Son of God,
unto a perfect man, unto the measure of
the stature of the fulness of Christ.” What
kind of ministers do the modern Christian
churches acknowledge? Are they apostles?
No; they tell us apostles are done away. Are
they prophets? No; they tell us prophets are
no longer needed in the church in this en-
lightened age, in which, they say, all the
people bask in the sunshine—in the full
blaze of gospel light.

The kingdom of God on earth is a liv-
ing, moving, effective institution, and is
governed, controlled, dictated, and led by
the invisible God whom we serve, who is an
exalted living being, possessing body, parts
and passions, who listens to the prayers of
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