
the welfare of all, watching over the flock
of God with the eye of a true shepherd,
that wolves and dogs may not enter among
the flock to rend them. Let the presidents
and apostles and elders do the work the
Lord has set them to do, and obey the
counsel which is given them, and the king-
dom will continue to roll, to increase in
strength, in importance, in magnitude and
in power, in wisdom, intelligence, and
glory; and no one need be concerned, for it
is the kingdom which the Lord our God
has established, and has sustained by his
matchless wisdom and power from the be-
ginning to this day. He called upon his ser-
vant Joseph Smith, Jun., when he was but
a boy, to lay the foundation of his kingdom
for the last time. Why did he call upon
Joseph Smith to do it? Because he was dis-
posed to do it. Was Joseph Smith the only
person on earth who could have done this
work? No doubt there were many others
who, under the direction of the Lord,
could have done that work; but the Lord
selected the one that pleased him, and that
is sufficient.

From the spirit and tenor of the ancient
Scriptures and revelations which we have
received, it is plainly set forth that there are
men pre-appointed to perform certain
works in their lifetime, and bring to pass
certain ends and purposes in the economy
of heaven. I believe that Jesus Christ was
foreordained before the worlds were to per-
form the work he came to do; whom God
“hath appointed heir of all things, by
whom also he made the worlds.” He was
ordained to come to this world and redeem
it, with mankind upon it and all things
pertaining to it. “Who hath saved us, and
called us with an holy calling, not 
according to our works, but according to
his own purpose and grace, which was
given us in Christ Jesus before the world

began.” The Lord has ordained some men
to the performance of good and some to
the performance of evil. Pharaoh was or-
dained to do the worst which he per-
formed. “For the Scripture saith unto
Pharaoh, Even for this purpose have I
raised thee up, that I might show my
power in thee, and that my name might be
declared throughout all the earth.” The
Lord fulfilled his purpose through the
wickedness of Pharaoh, and the nations be-
held his handiwork in bringing the chil-
dren of Israel out of the wilderness. They
had a crooked path to walk in, and it was
made crooked through their disobedience,
and hardheartedness. They rebelled against
the Lord, and against his servant Moses;
they would not submit to the ordinances of
salvation which they had in their posses-
sion. After they had received many chas-
tisements and many blessings and mercies
from the hand of God, the children of
those who left Egypt possessed the land of
promise. These works were wrought by the
hand of the Almighty, and so does he with
all his people.

He has set up his kingdom among us,
and the people had better look to it closely
and see that each one is performing his and
her duty faithfully. If we do this, then all
will be well. Will the Latter-day Saints do
this? I know not what they will do, but I
fully believe that we are naturally a little re-
bellious, and that we are practically so; we
are a little disposed to have our own way
too much. There is a disposition among
mankind generally that leads them to the
extreme of being damned rather than to
submit to anything only that which suits
them, unless they are made to submit by
the strong hand of the law.

As the world is now so were an-
cient Israel; they were ignorant of 
God’s righteousness, and went about
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