
Lord gave us to do it in. Apostates said that 
we never could perform that work; but, 
through the blessing of God, it was com-
pleted and accepted of him. Apostates nev-
er build Temples unto God, but the Saints 
are called to do this work.

Do we want to build this Temple, or do 
we not? It shall be as we please. I am just 
as ready to dismiss every workman that is 
now laboring on the Public Works, as you 
are. I know the people would say, Build 
the Temple. Should I ask all the workmen 
whether they are willing to labor on that 
work, their reply would be, “Yes, the Lord 
wants our labor, and we are willing that he 
should have it, although we could get bet-
ter pay for our labor elsewhere—pay that 
we cannot get on the Public Works.”

Do you require me as Trustee-in-Trust, 
to pay you better pay than is paid into my 
hands by the people to sustain the Public 
Works? Are you just in your requirements, 
or are you unjust? Look at it in whatever 
light you please, no person can justly re-
quire more of me than I receive. Whether 
it is right to do so, judge ye.

Has the Lord required of us to pay 
Tithing? He has—namely, one-tenth of 
our increase. Now, if we withhold our 
Tithing, and the Temple, nevertheless, is 
completed and ready for the ordinances 
of the Holy Priesthood to be performed 
therein, can those who have withheld their 
Tithing enter that Temple to pass through 
the ordinances of salvation for their dead, 
and be just before God? If they can, I must 
confess that I do not understand the nature 
of God’s requirements, nor his justice, nor 
his truth, nor his mercy.

That Temple is to be built; but God for-
bid that it should ever be built for the hypo-
crite, the ungodly, the apostate, or any other 
miserably corrupted creature that bears 
the image of our Creator, to enter into it

to pollute it; I would rather never see it 
built than this should transpire. We intend 
to build and finish it.

If the Lord permits gold-mines to be 
opened here, he will overrule it for the 
good of his Saints and the building-up of 
his kingdom. We have a great many friends 
who are out of this Church—who have 
not embraced the Gospel. We have a great 
many political friends, moral friends and fi-
nancial friends; there are thousands of men 
who are our friends for advantage’s sake, 
for the sake of peace, for the enjoyment of 
life, for silver and gold, goods and chattels, 
houses and lands, and other possessions on 
the earth, for they love to live on the earth 
and enjoy its blessings. There are thou-
sands who see that this people inculcate 
and live by wholesome moral principles—
principles that will sustain their natural 
lives, to say nothing about principles that 
take hold of God and eternity. There are 
multitudes who desire to live out their days 
without coming to their end by violence—
without being murdered or kidnapped by 
marauding mobs; they think that the earth 
is a pretty good place, and they would like 
to live upon it in peace as long as they can, 
with their friends and connections. We 
have a great many friends, and if the Lord 
suffers gold to be discovered here, I shall 
be satisfied that it is for the purpose of em-
bellishing and adorning this Temple which 
we contemplate building, and we may use 
some of it as a circulating medium.

The Lord will not dwell in our hearts 
unless they are pure and holy, neither 
will he enter into a Temple that we may 
build to his name, unless it is sanctified 
and prepared for his presence. If we could 
overlay the aisles of the Temple with pure 
gold, for the Lord to walk upon, it would 
please me, and not suffer them ever to  
be corrupted by mortal feet. Gold is
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