
one of the purest of elements, and will 
not be so much changed as some others, 
though every element that we are acquaint-
ed with will pass through a change. Gold is 
a pure and precious metal, and the wicked 
love it through selfishness or an unholy 
lust, while God and his true people love to 
pave the streets of Zion with it, to over-
lay altars and pulpits of Temples with it, 
and to make utensils of it for the use of the 
Priests of the Lord in offering sacrifice to 
him, and also for household purposes.

There are some of the sealing ordinances 
that cannot be administered in the house 
that we are now using; we can only admin-
ister in it some of the first ordinances of the 
Priesthood pertaining to the endowment. 
There are more advanced ordinances that 
cannot be administered there; we would, 
therefore, like a Temple, but I am willing 
to wait a few years for it. I want to see the 
Temple built in a manner that it will en-
dure through the Millennium. This is not 
the only Temple we shall build. There will 
be hundreds of them built and dedicated 
to the Lord. This Temple will be known 
as the first Temple built in the mountains 
by the Latter-day Saints. And when the 
Millennium is over, and all the sons and 
daughters of Adam and Eve, down to the 
last of their posterity, who come within the 
reach of the clemency of the Gospel, have 
been redeemed in hundreds of Temples 
through the administration of their chil-
dren as proxies for them, I want that 
Temple still to stand as a proud monument 
of the faith, perseverance and industry of 
the Saints of God in the mountains, in the 
nineteenth century.

I told you thirteen years ago, that 
every time we took up our tools to 
progress with that Temple, we should  
see opposition. Our enemies do not  
love to see it progress, because we are

building it for God, and they do not love 
him. If it is necessary I am willing to drop 
the work on the Temple; but if you require 
at our hands that the Temple be built, you 
should be as willing to pay your Tithing as 
you are to have us build the Temple. Some 
of us are not dependent on the Temple 
for our endowment blessings, for we have 
received them under the hands of Joseph 
the Prophet, and know where to go to be-
stow the same on others. You may ask me 
whether the leaders of this Church have 
received all their endowment blessings. I 
think that we have got all that you can get 
in your probation, if you live to be the age 
of Methuselah; and we can give what we 
possess to others who are worthy. We want 
to build that temple as it should be built, 
that when we present it to the Lord we 
may not have to cover our faces in shame.

I now wish to present a few questions 
to the congregation, for I think there is 
no harm in asking questions to elicit in-
formation. Do the Government officials 
in Utah, civil and military, give aid and 
comfort to and foster persons whose de-
sign is to interrupt and disturb the peace 
of this people? And are they protected 
and encouraged in this ruinous design by 
the strong arm of military power, to do 
what they will, if they will only annoy 
and try to break up the “Mormon” com-
munity? Does the general Government, 
or does it not, sustain this wicked plan? 
Is there in existence a corruption-
fund, out of which Government job-
bers live and pay their traveling expenses 
while they are engaged in trying to get  
men and women to apostatize from the 
truth, to swell their ranks for damnation? 
Is this so, or is it not so? Those who under-
stand the political trickeries and the politi-
cal windings of the nation, can see at once 
that these are political questions. Who
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