
I have a few words to say to the Latter-
day Saints this afternoon, and if I had time,
I have many I could say. I would exhort the
Latter-day Saints to live in peace, to pursue
a course that will effectually preserve the
peace that is taught them in the Gospel of
the Son of God, and avoid by every pos-
sible and righteous means entering into
contention, quarreling, disputations, law-
suits, &c., &c.

You have heard from brother Geo. A.
Smith this afternoon a little of the history
of this Church and people, and the cause
of their coming to these valleys. I am
thankful that the rehearsal of those occur-
rences has ceased to irritate me as it did for-
merly. But we are here, and we wish to
enjoy peace; we earnestly desire it, and we
calculate to have it. We are where our ene-
mies cannot come from Carthage and War-
saw before breakfast, and from Springfield
in two days. We are so far off, and it is so
inconvenient to bring this people to sorrow
and affliction in the way it was formerly
done, that they consider another plan nec-
essary to be instituted. I wish to tell you
what it is.

Brother George A. this afternoon has re-
ferred to the lawyers. Where the carcass is
there will the eagles be gathered together,
and it seems they think that there is 
one here to which they are gathering. I 
want them to live here; but I want them

to plant their own potatoes and hoe them.
It would appear that they think that a civi-
lized community cannot live long together
without contention and consequent law-
suits. I think that a community is civilized
so far as it is free from contentions, lawsuits
and litigation of every kind. We wish our
friends to come here, and participate with
us in the good things the Lord has pro-
vided for his people; but we do not want
contention. When I hear men and women
say that they will go to a Gentile court to
have their difficulties adjusted, I think they
will go to hell unless they refrain from such
a spirit.

The law is made for the lawless and dis-
obedient, not for the good, wise, just, and
virtuous. Law is made for the maintenance
of peace, not for the introduction of litiga-
tion and disorder.

What is the true relationship of lawyers
to the law and to the community? They
should be the true representatives of peace;
it should be their business to promote it. I
am now taking the liberty of discharging a
duty I owe to the lawyers in telling them
what their duty is. They read the law; they
do or should understand the law of 
the United States, of the States, and of 
the Territories and cities in which they 
live, and whenever they have an opportu-
nity of telling the people how to live in a
way to avoid litigation, it is their duty
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