
courage it. Will it build cities, open farms,
build railroads, erect telegraph lines and
improve a country? It will not; but it will
bring any community to ruin. It draws
hundreds of men within the circle of its in-
fluence, who crowd the courtrooms and
spend days and weeks and months of their
precious time for naught, time that should
be employed in getting lumber from the
canyons, in building houses and in provid-
ing comfortable means of subsistence for
their families. Does it make peaceable,
honest, and industrious citizens? It does
not, but it engenders strife and habits of in-
temperance and idleness. Instead of crime
being lessened by its influence, it only
helps to swell the dark stream.

We have not been broken up, as has
been anticipated, by military force, and
now it is expected that a course of lawsuits
will accomplish what the military failed to
do. I will say one thing to my friends, or to
my enemies as they may consider them-
selves (I myself am not an enemy to any
man, yet I am an enemy to some actions),
if you undertake to drive a stake in my gar-
den with an intention to jump my claim,
there will be a fight before you get it; if you
come within an enclosure of mine with any
such intent, I will send you home, God
being my helper. You can occupy and build
where you please, but let our claims alone.
We have spent hundreds of thousands of
dollars in taking out the waters of our
mountain streams, fencing in farms and
improving the country, and we cannot
tamely suffer strangers, who have not spent
one day’s labor to make these improve-
ments, to wrest our homesteads out of our
hands. There is land enough in the coun-
try: go to and improve it, as we have im-
proved our possessions; build cities, as 
we have done, and thus strive to reclaim

the country from its wild state. Is it not a
strange thing that men cannot see anything
only what the “Mormons” possess; hence,
I swear it, by the Gods of eternity, if we are
obliged to leave this country, we will leave
it as desolate as we found it, and we will
hunt those who would compel us to leave
to the last minute. Let us alone, and help
us to build up cities and towns and villages
in these mountains, instead of seeking to
destroy the few industrious inhabitants that
are here and have made the country. You
cannot destroy this community; it never
can be done. Remember that. And you
men and women who think of going to
Gentile law to have your difficulties ad-
justed, I would advise you to stop it, and
let the lawyers go into other business.

We have plenty of good lawyers who be-
long to the Church, and there are more
coming. I have some friends coming here,
as eminent lawyers as Massachusetts can
produce. I advised them to bring their cap-
ital and so invest it that they could live
without depending upon litigation and the
practice of the law. Ever since this Church
was first organized until now we have had
to manage and scheme to escape the toils
and snares of our enemies. We have had to
ask God for wisdom that we might know
how to wind our way through the difficul-
ties you have just heard Brother George A.
Smith relate. Lawyers will plead law for
the Latter-day Saints as well as for any-
body else in the world if they can get their
pay for it. I have seen too much of this for
34 years past. In the days of Joseph Smith
lawyers would get together and hatch out
a vexatious lawsuit; one would agree to de-
fend him and another would agree 
to plead against him, and this with a 
view to get his money. Thousands, 
and tens of thousands of dollars have 
been collected to pay lawyers’ fees.
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