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the day when the Elders of Israel will pro-
tect and sustain civil and religious liberty
and every constitutional right bequeathed
to us by our fathers, and spread those rights

abroad in connection with the Gospel for
the salvation of all nations. I shall see this
whether I live or die.

May the Lord bless you. Amen.

Brother Ezra T. Benson’s remarks refer-
ring to our present difficulties with the In-
dians, and prospects of future difficulties,
should be well considered by this people. As
we have here an assemblage of the people
from other settlements, I wish to impress
them with the necessity of treating the In-
dians with kindness, and to refrain from
harboring that revengeful, vindictive feeling
that many indulge in. I am convinced that
as long as we harbor in us such feelings to-
wards them, so long they will be our ene-
mies, and the Lord will suffer them to af-
flict us. I certainly believe that the present
affliction, which has come upon us from
the Indians, is a consequence of the wicked-
ness which dwells in the hearts of some of
our brethren. If the Elders of Israel had al-
ways treated the Lamanites as they should, I
do not believe that we should have had any
difficulty with them at all. This is my firm
conviction, and my conclusion according to
the light that is in me. I believe that the
Lord permits them to chasten us at the

present time to convince us that we have to
overcome the vindictive feelings which we
have harbored towards that poor, down-
trodden branch of the house of Israel.

I spoke a harsh word here yesterday with
regard to a man who professes to be a Lat-
ter-day Saint who has been guilty of killing
an innocent Indian. I say today that he is
just as much a murderer through killing
that Indian, as he would have been had he
shot down a white man. To slay an inno-
cent person is murder according to the law
of Moses. Not that we believe that the law
of Moses should, in all its bearings, be ob-
served by us; but we believe that it has been
fulfilled in a great measure with regard to
the law of sacrifice. The Lord said to Noah,
before the law was given to Moses: “Whoso
sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his
blood be shed: for in the image of God
made he man.” Those who shed the blood
of the innocent at the present day will 
have to pay the penalty here, or come short
of receiving the glory and the peace
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