
which they anticipate receiving hereafter.
This may appear very hard and unreason-
able to some.

Brother Benson expressed himself as
though some of the brethren felt like wip-
ing out the Lamanites in these regions, root
and branch. The evil passions that arise in
our hearts would prompt us to do this, but
we must bring them into subjection to the
law of Christ.

I am told by Bishop Aaron Johnson that
the Indians who formerly lived in this dis-
trict, in Provo, on Peteetneet and round
about Spanish Fork, have sent word that
they wish to return to these settlements
and live as they formerly did. Were they to
come back again without the minds of the
people being prepared, probably some of
the Indians might get killed. I wish the
people to take care of themselves—to not
expose themselves to the ignorant Laman-
ites, without being prepared to defend
themselves. When they come to live in
your vicinity again, let them come in
peace; and that they may come in peace
and safety, and live with us as heretofore, it
is necessary that all feelings of vengeance
should be banished from our hearts. Do we
wish to do right? You answer, yes. Then let
the Lamanites come back to their homes,
where they were born and brought up.
This is the land that they and their fathers
have walked over and called their own; and
they have just as good a right to call it
theirs today as any people have to call any
land their own. They have buried their fa-
thers and mothers and children here; this is
their home, and we have taken possession
of it, and occupy the land where they used
to hunt the rabbit and, not a great while
since, the buffalo, and the antelope were in
these valleys in large herds when we first
came here.

When we came here, they could

catch fish in great abundance in the lake in
the season thereof, and live upon them
pretty much through the summer. But now
their game has gone, and they are left to
starve. It is our duty to feed them. The
Lord has given us ability to cultivate the
ground and reap bountiful harvests. We
have an abundance of food for ourselves
and for the stranger. It is our duty to feed
these poor ignorant Indians; we are living
on their possessions and at their homes.

The Lord has brought us here and it is
all right. We are not intruders, but we are
here by the providence of God. We should
now use the Indians kindly, and deal with
them so gently that we will win their hearts
and affections to us more strongly than be-
fore; and the much good that has been
done them, and the many kindnesses that
have been shown them, will come up be-
fore them, and they will see that we are
their friends. We could circumscribe their
camps and kill every man, woman and
child of them. This is what others have
done, and if we were to do it, what better
are we than the wicked and the ungodly? It
is our duty to be better than them in our
administrations of justice and our general
conduct toward the Lamanites. It is not
our duty to kill them; but it is our duty to
save their lives and the lives of their chil-
dren. We may not be able to foretell all
things that will come to pass in the future,
but we can tell when we deal righteously
with one another.

If the people had taken the counsel
which has been given with regard to the
proper steps to be taken for the defense of
life and property in new settlements, they
would have been as secure from the depre-
dations of Indians as the people are in the
old settlements; but they would not 
build forts nor believe it necessary to fol-
low the salutary counsels which have
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