
work they must perform. I do not wish to
injure them. They must have their day.
Their time and season are allotted to them,
the same as to all men for good or for evil.
They can do us no harm—they can do
nothing against the truth. The Lord will
make the wicked and the ungodly and
their acts accomplish his design, for,
“Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee:
the remainder of wrath shalt thou restrain.”
We need have no fears with regard to the
outside world, if we will purify and cleanse
the inside of the platter. If this people, the
Latter-day Saints, who profess to know and
understand the way of life and salvation,
can sanctify themselves so that they are ac-
cepted of God our Father, and of Jesus
Christ, his Son, our Elder Brother and Sav-
ior, then all is right everywhere. Rest as-
sured that the omitting of that duty is all
we need fear.

I wish to give my views with regard to
that doctrine and practice which are so ob-
noxious to the outsiders—to those who do
not believe. It is an old saying that a con-
tinual dropping will wear a stone, so a con-
tinual laboring will bring about the pur-
poses of the Lord. They say that polygamy
is obnoxious to the world. This is really
not so; it is the name of it that they object
to the most. In connection with this let us
look at the Christian world, and I will refer
to the ladies who compose a portion of this
congregation. There are many ladies,
probably, here, who have lived long in the
outside world, previous to coming to Utah,
and who are not entirely unacquainted
with the usages of society there. You know
that it is customary to admit a certain 
class of gentlemen to private parties 
and entertainments where they are 
greeted cordially and welcome. They are
esteemed as gentlemen of grace, edu-

cation and polished manners; they are adept
in all the little extras of most refined society.
They are great lovers of the fair sex, and
their gallantry, fine appearance, and gentle-
manly bearing too readily win for them the
deepest admiration of the fair ones who
may chance to cross their path. Yet it is not
unknown, in the circles they frequent, that
they are vile and corrupt, with regard to
chastity. Yes, it is known that those beauti-
ful gentlemen are libertines, that they do
not respect female virtue any more than
they do their old clothes, which they have
worn and cast off. Yet, they are greeted with
the most profound respect and deference,
their great crimes against female chastity are
winked at, and they are still permitted to
frequent the best society to lead astray, and
decoy from the paths of virtue, the unsus-
pecting and unwary female.

Take another view of this subject. Let
anyone of the poor unfortunates, whom
those unprincipled scoundrels have, by
their hellish arts, seduced from the paths of
virtue and honor, make her appearance in
a select party where the ladies are fanning
the vanity of those wicked men with their
unmeaning and insincere adulations, and
what would be the consequence? Instead of
making the poor creature welcome, she
would be spurned from their presence; un-
ceremoniously cast out upon the cold
world to be crushed down still deeper into
the dark depths of crime and degradation,
with none to reach forth a saving hand, or
shed a tear of sympathy over the dreadful
fate of the dishonored and lost one.

This is one of the inconsistencies of the
refined society of the age. The defiler of the
innocent is the one who should be branded
with infamy and cast out from respectable
society, and shunned as a pest, or as a 
contagious disease is shunned. The doors
of respectable families should be closed
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