
against him, and he should be frowned
upon by all high-minded and virtuous per-
sons. Wealth, influence and position
should not screen him from their righteous
indignation. His sin is one of the blackest
in the calendar of crime, and he should be
cast down from the high pinnacle of re-
spectability and consideration, to find his
place among the worst of felons.

Every virtuous woman desires a hus-
band to whom she can look for guidance
and protection through this world. God
has placed this desire in woman’s nature. It
should be respected by the stronger sex.
Any man who takes advantage of this, and
humbles a daughter of Eve to rob her of
her virtue, and cast her off dishonored and
defiled, is her destroyer, and is responsible
to God for the deed. If the refined Christ-
ian society of the nineteenth century will
tolerate such a crime, God will not; but he
will call the perpetrator to an account. He
will be damned; in hell he will lift up his
eyes, being in torment, until he has paid
the uttermost farthing, and made a full
atonement for his sins. It is this very class
of men, though not all of them, who have
set up such a howl against the doctrine of
polygamy, which is so much despised and
which was believed in and practiced by the
ancients—by the very men who are held
up to us as patterns of all the piety that was
ever exhibited through man upon the face
of the earth.

This matter was a little changed in the
case of the Savior of the world, the Son of
the living God. The man Joseph, the hus-
band of Mary, did not, that we know of,
have more than one wife, but Mary the wife
of Joseph had another husband. On this ac-
count infidels have called the Savior a bas-
tard. This is merely a human opinion upon
one of the inscrutable doings of the
Almighty. That very babe that was cradled in

the manger, was begotten, not by Joseph,
the husband of Mary, but by another
Being. Do you inquire by whom? He was
begotten by God our heavenly Father. This
answer may suffice you—you need never
inquire more upon that point. Jesus Christ
is the only begotten of the Father, and he is
the Savior of the world, and full of grace
and truth. It is not polygamy that men
fight against when they persecute this
people; but, still, if we continue to be faith-
ful to our God, he will defend us in doing
what is right. If it is wrong for a man to
have more than one wife at a time, the
Lord will reveal it by and by, and he will
put it away that it will not be known in the
Church. I did not ask Him for the reve-
lation upon this subject. When that reve-
lation was first read to me by Joseph Smith,
I plainly saw the great trials and the abuse
of it that would be made by many of the
Elders, and the trouble and the persecution
that it would bring upon this whole
people. But the Lord revealed it, and it was
my business to accept it.

Now, we as Christians desire to be saved
in the kingdom of God. We desire to at-
tain to the possession of all the blessings
there are for the most faithful man or
people that ever lived upon the face of the
earth, even him who is said to be the fa-
ther of the faithful, Abraham of old. We
wish to obtain all that father Abraham ob-
tained. I wish here to say to the Elders of
Israel, and to all the members of this
Church and kingdom, that it is in the
hearts of many of them to wish that the
doctrine of polygamy was not taught and
practiced by us. It may be hard for many,
and especially for the ladies, yet it is no
harder for them than it is for the gentle-
men. It is the word of the Lord, and I wish
to say to you, and all the world, that if you
desire with all your hearts to obtain the
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