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my people. And after that, those who have
thus been tithed shall pay one-tenth of all
their interest annually; and this shall be a
standing law unto them forever, for my
holy priesthood, saith the Lord.”

Again, “Therefore, if any man shall take
of the abundance which I have made, and
impart not his portion, according to the
law of my gospel, unto the poor and the
needy, he shall, with the wicked, lift up his
eyes in hell, being in torment.”

It may be supposed by some that the
Tithing is used to sustain and feed the First
Presidency and the Twelve; this is a false
impression. I can say, without boasting,
that there is not another man in this king-
dom has done more in dollars and cents to
build it up than I have, and yet I have not
done a farthing’s worth of myself, for the
means | have handled God has given me;
it is not mine, and if it ever is mine it will
be when I have overcome and gained my
exaltation and received it from Him who
rightfully owns all things. If we have men
in the First Presidency who are not ca-
pable of supporting themselves and their
families, we shall help them to do so out of
the Tithing Office. If any of the Twelve are
not capable of supporting themselves, we
shall help them; and it is our duty to do so,
and it is the duty of the people to have it
on hand to be applied in this and in every
other way suggested in the law of God for
the building up of Zion in the last days.

Men laboring as missionaries, as teach-
ers and preachers of the Gospel, in gather-
ing the poor Saints, or in any other way
to benefit the general good of the Saints
upon the face of the earth and to do good
to mankind, must be sustained, and we
wish the Saints everywhere to impart
of their substance, that the Priesthood
may be sustained in fulfilling the law of
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the Lord, which reads as follows—“The
word of the Lord, in addition to the law
which has been given, making known the
duty of the bishop which has been or-
dained unto the church in this part of the
vineyard, which is verily this—To keep
the Lord’s storehouse; to receive the funds
of the church in this part of the vineyard;
To take an account of the elders as before
has been commanded; and to adminis-
ter to their wants, who shall pay for that
which they receive, inasmuch as they have
wherewith to pay; That this also may be
consecrated to the good of the church, to
the poor and needy. And he who hath not
wherewith to pay, an account shall be tak-
en and handed over to the bishop of Zion,
who shall pay the debt out of that which
the Lord shall put into his hands. And the
labors of the faithful who labor in spiritual
things, in administering the gospel and
things of the kingdom unto the church,
and unto the world, shall answer the debt
unto the bishop of Zion;” etc.

I am anxious for the people to under-
stand these things, and act faithfully in
their callings. We cannot excuse ourselves
from our duty, which is to build up the
kingdom of God, for all of our time, all of
our ability and all of our means belong to
Him. It is not the privilege of any person
to spend his time in a way that does no
good to himself nor to his neighbors. Let
mechanics and every man who has capital
create business and give employment and
means into the hands of laborers; build
good and commodious houses, magnificent
Temples, spacious Tabernacles, lofty Halls,
and every other kind of structure that will
give character and grandeur to our cities
and create respect for our people. Let us
make mechanics of our boys, and educate
them in every useful branch of science and
in the history and laws of kingdoms and
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