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may, very likely, go out into the ministry
and bring home their tens of thousands to
Zion.

Let us reflect and ascertain, if we can,
in what channel our thoughts are directed,
and what effect our doings produces for the
advancement of the latter-day work. Last
April Conference I gave some of the breth-
ren a privilege to furnish teams to work on
this Temple; how this privilege has been
appropriated by them they know best; this
I will say, however, we have advanced the
work pretty well with the help we have
had, which has been rather meager.

The people have acted magnanimously
in the way they have sent for the poor this
season, and the Lord is not ignorant of
their generous endeavors, which will meet
with a rich reward, where they have been
made willingly and with a good heart. But
where money, teams, labor or any other
kind of means is supplied grudgingly, it
will meet with no reward.

Our hearts should constantly be en-
gaged in the work of God, and our great-
est treasures should be our interest in His
kingdom. After you have obtained a suf-
ficiency of bread, etc., to sustain your own
lives, then may you with propriety let the
rest go to your neighbors; I care not what
their pretensions are, let them have it, and
let them pay a fair price for it.

The Lord has blessed the people with
bread, and many of them, instead of giving
back to him a portion of it to be dealt out
to the laboring poor and others who de-
pend upon it for their subsistence, are sell-
ing it to make themselves rich as they sup-
pose. “Wo unto you rich men, that will not
give of your substance to the poor, for your
riches will canker your souls; and this shall
be your lamentation in the day of visita-
tion, and of judgment, and of indignation:
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The harvest is past, the summer is ended,
and my soul is not saved! Wo unto you
poor men, whose hearts are not broken,
whose spirits are not contrite, and whose
bellies are not satisfied, and whose hands
are not stayed from laying hold upon other
men’s goods, whose eyes are full of greedi-
ness, who will not labor with your own
hands! But blessed are the poor who are
pure in heart, whose hearts are broken, and
whose spirits are contrite, for they shall see
the kingdom of God coming in power and
great glory unto their deliverance; for the
fatness of the earth shall be theirs.”

There live but few men who care for
our Father and his kingdom on earth or in
heaven, in preference to earthly riches—
For example, I heard that a man did say,
not long since, while he was examining a
small piece of rock richly filled with gold,
after a conversation relating to the pres-
ent war, “If I had one rod square of such
rock as this, the North and South might
all go to hell for aught I would care.” This
single case illustrates the feeling that is al-
most universal. I care for the North and
the South and if I had sufficient power
with the Lord, I would save every inno-
cent man, woman and child from being
slaughtered in this unnatural and almost
universal destruction of life and proper-
ty. I pray that the Lord Almighty will so
order it that all those who thirst for the
blood of their fellow men may be found
in the front ranks that they may be cut
off speedily and the war come to an end,
that the innocent may escape. I care for
the North and the South more than I do
for gold, and I would do a great deal, if I
had the power, to ameliorate the condi-
tion of suffering thousands. I care enough
for them to pray that righteous men may
hold the reins of government, and that
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