
beyond the bounds of time and space about 
which the people he is trying to instruct are 
as ignorant as himself. It is not supposed 
that a politician should necessarily know 
anything about God or religion; it would 
be rather a drawback upon the influence 
of a Senator of the United States, a mem-
ber of the House of Commons, or of the 
House of Lords in England, or a member 
of the Chamber of Deputies in France to 
be a praying, religious man. For it is sup-
posed that religion has nothing to do with 
the regulations of national affairs, but that 
they are regulated by the intelligence that 
men possess of a temporal nature, by their 
knowledge of the position of the nation 
with which they are associated, and their 
acquaintance with other nations, and their 
policy.

It is good for men to be taught in the 
history and laws of nations, to become 
acquainted with the principles of justice 
and equity, with the nature of disease and 
the medical properties of plants, etc., but 
there is no need of their being without 
the knowledge of God, for in fact every 
branch of true knowledge known to man 
has originated in God, and men have come 
in possessions of it from His word or from 
His works. O, the folly of men in not ac-
knowledging God in all things, in laying 
aside God and His religion, and trusting 
in their own judgment and intelligence. All 
the intelligence which men possess on the 
earth, whether religious, scientific, or politi-
cal—proceeds from God—every good and 
perfect gift proceeds from Him, the foun-
tain of light and truth, wherein there is no 
variableness nor shadow of turning. The 
knowledge of the human system has pro-
ceeded from the human system itself, which 
God has organized. Again. If you trace the 
old English laws and the laws of ancient na-
tions it will be seen that the principles of

justice, which are the foundation of them, 
are gathered from the Bible, the revealed 
will of God to the children of Israel, for 
their government and guidancy, to a cer-
tain extent, in some of the principles of 
law, justice, and equity. Did knowledge 
of any kind that is in the world originate 
in man? No. Franklin possessed great in-
formation relating to natural laws, he drew 
the lightning from the clouds, but he could 
not have done that, if there had not been 
lightning in the clouds. He merely discov-
ered a certain principle, and developed the 
action of a certain law that existed coequal 
with the earth. Then how foolish it is for 
men under these circumstances, to lay aside 
God, and think that they can progress, and 
be smart and intelligent without Him.

This feeling savors much of the feelings 
manifested by the old Babylonish king. He 
had built a beautiful city, and had orga-
nized a very powerful kingdom. In look-
ing at the city which he had built he began 
to think that he had done it by his own 
power, intelligence, wisdom, talent, and 
capability, and forgot God, and exclaimed, 
“Is not this great Babylon, which I have 
built.” He felt himself a great man, and be-
lieved that the city and empire over which 
he reigned owed their existence to this 
power of his mind, to his intelligence, to 
the soundness of his judgment, and to the 
action of his intellectual facilities. But the 
Lord gave him to see that he was like other 
men, for He started him off to feed among 
the beasts of the field, and he ate grass like 
an ox, and his reason and judgment, and in-
telligence and boasting were brought down. 
This great king learned that there was a 
God in heaven who could reveal secrets, 
and unravel to his servant Daniel hidden 
mysteries, and develop his great purposes.  
This was the kind of religion Daniel had,
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