
this is the kind we ought to have; it is the 
religion which enters into all nature; and 
is mixed up with all the affairs of life; it is 
connected with all the welfare and happi-
ness of us as individuals, of our children 
and of the world, if they could compre-
hend it. For the nearer we can approach 
to our Heavenly Father, the more we can 
obtain of that intelligence which dwells in 
His bosom, and the more we are like our 
God the more we shall succeed in accom-
plishing our own well-being and happiness 
in relation to this world, and also in rela-
tion to that world which is to come.

The divines, as they are called, of this 
world are ignorant of this kind of religion. 
They go to their academies and learn the-
ology, or the science of divinity. What does 
it teach them? Does it teach them anything 
in relation to God simply than what is re-
vealed in this old book the Bible? Nothing 
more. They will not even accept the Book 
of Mormon, or any other revelation that 
God has communicated for the last eigh-
teen hundred years. Then what do they 
know in regard to God? They know noth-
ing about him; and hence the discord, con-
tention, strife and divisions that continu-
ally exist. One man learns one thing from 
the Bible, another man another thing, and 
there is confusion, strife, animosity, bick-
ering, secession, and polemical essay upon 
polemical essay, and every kind of dissatis-
faction and disunion that can exist in the 
world among those that are termed the fol-
lowers of the meek and lowly Jesus. What 
is the matter? Why, they are not in the  
possession of the spirit of truth, but  
like the politician, doctor, lawyer, in-
deed like all other men who are unwilling  
that Jesus Christ shall reign, they are seek-
ing to get to heaven without God. It is  
very singular, yet it is a fact. The lawyer

pleads law without God, the doctor ad-
ministers medicine without God, and the 
parson wants to lead the people to heaven 
without God. They are all sailing in the 
same boat, and they are all groping in 
darkness and confusion, they are all igno-
rant of the great laws of life, of the prin-
ciples which govern the Gods in the eternal 
worlds, and of the principles that are calcu-
lated to benefit and exalt the human family 
in time or in eternity, one is ignorant just 
the same as another in relation to these 
things. I would just as soon take the views 
of the infidel for my guidance to heaven 
as I would those of the divine, for one is 
as near the truth as the other. In fact, the 
cause of the great amount of infidelity that 
is in the world is the folly and nonsense 
of the so-called Christians. The Christian 
minister tells the people to get prepared for 
death. Who that understands himself cares 
for death? He who is in possession of the 
principles of life, who has in him the word 
of life, the spirit of life, the spirit of intel-
ligence that flows from God; the Spirit of 
God has commenced to live forever, he is 
not groping in the dark, he is not prepar-
ing to lay his body down but to take it up 
again, he is not preparing to lay in the si-
lent tomb, but to live among the Gods, 
and to obtain an exaltation in the celestial 
kingdom of God. He is seeking to be put 
in possession of eternal life, and he knows 
when He who is our life shall appear, we 
shall appear like unto Him in glory; he can 
say, “O death, where is thy sting, O grave, 
where is thy victory. The sting of death 
is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 
But thanks be to God, who giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
He feels as Job did. “For I know that my  
redeemer l iveth,  and that he shal l  
stand at the latter day upon the earth:

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES276

JOD Vol 10-LIVE.indd   276JOD Vol 10-LIVE.indd   276 5/13/20   9:17 PM5/13/20   9:17 PM


