
of their faith? No. We will have our reli-
gion, serve our God, and build up his king-
dom on the earth; and our friends may
have the privilege of eating and drinking
and enjoying themselves as well as we, if
they get it honestly.

Let the Latter-day Saints be agreed upon
their temporal and financial interests. I will
ask the question: Do you think the Father
and the Son are agreed in their political
views and their financial operations? Why
every Christian in the world says yes, and
we say yes; and we cannot be one, in the
sense Jesus prayed for us to be, without
this. Would you like to live at ease and get
rich? Would you like to keep your homes
in this city? I know you would. You can do
so by being one in all things. There is
much envy in the hearts of men with re-
gard to this city. They want to possess it.
They see it as the great emporium of the
west—as the great nucleus of commercial
wealth in the interior of America. Who will
make it so? The Lord. But they do not
know this. They imagine that this will be
done solely by the industry of the “Mor-
mons.” We could burn up this city, and lay
it waste, and go to another district of coun-
try and make a city just as good as this, and
as desirable, in a few years, by the help of
the Lord. I have frequently wondered why
our neighbors do not go and settle in some
other place, and build up a great city the
same as we have done; but no, they want
the “Mormons” to build cities for them to
possess. This we shall do no more for them,
if I can help it. If we build cities we mean
to possess them.

A word to the sisters. You run to this store
and to that store, and you do not think that
men who are used to and are acquainted with

the tricks of trade know how to buy you.
You want an article that has been sold, we
will say, at two dollars at the other stores,
you get it for two-thirds of what you would
have to pay them. By means of this device,
and a proper use of velvet lips, and a whine
of sympathy, this sister and that brother is
bought. “O it is hard that we cannot go
and spend our money where we please.”
You may go and trade where you please, I
tell you, with the promise that, by and by,
you will go out of the Church, and you
will go to destruction. And why is this? Be-
cause light has come into the world, but if
you are disposed to choose darkness rather
than light, it will prove that your deeds are
evil. Will you come to the light? I am hold-
ing it up before you. I am telling the Lat-
ter-day Saints how to make themselves use-
ful in the world, how to make themselves
happy and comfortable and secure, that
they cannot be moved out of their place.
But give your means to your enemies, and
you lay a foundation for your perfect over-
throw.

The Bishop of the 13th Ward tried to
collect school taxes from some of the “Gen-
tile” population. They refused to pay, and
suits were commenced before the District
Court. That court decided that we had no
right to make a law to collect taxes to build
schoolhouses. In any of our neighboring Ter-
ritories an opposite decision would have
been given; but here expounders of the law
encourage outsiders not to pay a single dollar
of taxes if they can help it, or do anything to
improve the city, to erect public buildings, 
or to maintain public peace and good order.
The policy of the traders to whom I have 
referred, is to get all the people’s money 
they possibly can, to send men to Wash-
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