
Mormon are ensamples to us, and the 
Book of Doctrine and Covenants contains 
direct revelation to this Church; they are 
a guide to us, and we do not wish to do 
them away; we do not wish them to be-
come obsolete and to set them aside. We 
wish to continue in the revelations of the 
Lord Jesus Christ day by day, and to have 
His Spirit with us continually. If we can 
do this, we shall no more walk in darkness, 
but we shall walk in the light of life.

We have, through the mercy of our 
heavenly Father, been gathered together, 
and we now have the privilege of purifying 
ourselves and preparing for the coming of 
the Son of Man. Shall we do this? Or shall 
we be found wanting when he makes his 
appearance?

In regard to the Law of Tithing, the 
Lord has given the revelation I have already  
referred to, and made it a law unto us, and 
let all who have gathered here and refuse to 
obey it, be disfellowshipped; and if a man 
will persist in breaking the Sabbath day, 
let him be severed from the Church; and 
the man that will persist in swearing, cut 
him off from the Church, with the thief, 
the liar, the adulterer, and every other per-
son who will not live according to the law 
of Christ, that we may not have the tree 
encumbered with rotten limbs, to spread 
decay and rottenness through the whole 
tree.

We have had good talk from the breth-
ren this afternoon; I have heard nothing 
but what is strictly correct. I can say of this 
people that, as a people, they are a very 
good people, but we do fellowship a few in 
our midst that we should not fellowship.

Brother Samuel W. Richards had a good 
deal to say, this afternoon, about grain.  
We have talked about it for a long time, 
and we have tried to get the people to  
build store houses to save it. When grain

could not be sold for money the Tithing 
Office was full of it; but now we have 
none to hand out to the poor who de-
pend upon us for bread, only as we send 
out and gather in a little, though, prob-
ably the brethren will soon be at leisure to 
haul in their Tithing. We have but little 
to deal out to the families of our brethren 
who are preaching, and to our workmen. 
Our granaries are empty, and scarcely 
grain enough in the Territory to bread our 
own population until another harvest, yet 
some will sell their grain to go out of the 
country. What a lamentable fact. Suppose 
the Lord should suffer a drought to come 
over the land next year and blast our corn, 
wheat, rye, barley, oats, potatoes, etc., with 
mildew, what would be the situation of 
this people? Yet a few are selling grain all 
the time.

I will mention a circumstance that oc-
curred lately, to illustrate the character of 
some whom we fellowship. One of our 
newcomers wanted to buy some wheat 
and went down to the public square where 
our friends from the East were preparing 
to prosecute their journey to California. 
This newcomer bought a load of wheat at 
four or five bits a bushel; he bought at that 
price all he wanted. After the bargain was 
closed, the man who sold the wheat found 
out that the purchaser was a “Mormon,” 
and said to him, “Had I known you was 
one of the brethren I would have made you 
paid a higher price for that wheat.” What a 
depraved disposition! He would have sold 
it to the passing stranger for fifty cents a 
bushel, and very likely would have made 
his brother “Mormon” pay a dollar and a 
half. How can men love God when they 
hate their brethren.

A certain sister went to one of the stores 
with butter to sell, “What do you ask a pound 
for your butter?” “My Bishop says I must ask so
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