
much. I would sell it for less, but I must 
mind my Bishop. I would sell it for thir-
ty cents, but my Bishop says I must have 
thirty-five for it.” That woman would see 
the whole house of Israel massacred—their 
blood spilled—and smile at it. I attribute 
all this to ignorance and pass it along with-
out notice, as much as possible, and I hope 
our Father in heaven does. He is merciful 
and we should be.

If the people were all truly Latter-day 
Saints, we should see a state of society dif-
ferent from what we now see. A man who 
professes to be a a good Latter-day Saint 
has a son who is a thief; says the father, “I 
think he will be a good boy yet, and preach 
the Gospel to the nations and do much 
good.” “Whose horse is this, my boy?” “O, 
no matter about that dad; here is a friend 
of mine, wants to stay all night.” They are 
lodged and fed, and away they go next 
morning after some more stolen horses. 
“Brother, did you not know that that was 
a stolen horse?” “O, I suppose it was.” 
“Then why did you keep such a man about 
you?” “Why, I could not turn my son and 
his friends out of doors.” There are pretty 
good men and good families who are har-
borers of thieves and do it all the time, in 
some of their connections.

I remember that a lot of colts were once 
driven into my yard, and they were sto-
len property. How came this about? Why 
somebody heard aunt Sarah say that cous-
in Bill told aunt Peggy that he had heard 
Sister Nancy say that her cousin Betty had 
worked in the President’s kitchen, and so 
the connection was formed, and of course 
all her friends and connections must make 
themselves at home in the President’s 
houses, his barns, stables, yards, and provi-
sions for man and animals. I suspicioned

them, and had them turned out forthwith.
If we are not sanctified, if we do not 

sanctify the Lord in our hearts and purify 
ourselves in our lives and in all our deal-
ings before God and man, we shall fail of 
attaining to an inheritance in the celes-
tial kingdom, and shall be found in some 
other kingdom. When the holy Priesthood 
is upon the earth, and the fulness of the 
kingdom of God has come to the people, 
it requires a strict obedience to every point 
of law and doctrine and to every ordinance 
which the Lord reveals: in short, it requires 
a strict observance of every requirement of 
Heaven, to fully prepare a people for the 
possession and enjoyment of the celestial 
kingdom.

Where the Priesthood is not, the people 
are expected to live according to the best 
knowledge they have; but even then they 
cannot with impunity commit many 
heinous faults. The Lord more readily 
overlooks them in consequence of their 
unenlightened condition, and there is a 
kingdom prepared for them, while the ce-
lestial kingdom will be inhabited only by 
those who are specially prepared to inherit 
it. It will be inherited by those who live 
faithfully the religion of Jesus Christ, and 
are worthy of being ranked upon among 
the pure in heart.

Tomorrow morning I expect to start 
on a short tour South, and I say to my 
brethren and sisters keep your armor 
bright, and be on the watchtower all the 
time, for the enemy feels as much opposi-
tion today, and I may safely say more than 
he ever did towards the kingdom of God 
that is now established upon the earth; 
and just in proportion to its strength and 
increase, so will the power of Satan be ex-
erted to overcome it. Christ and Baal are 
not yet friends. An Elder of Israel who
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