
could do twenty percent better with 
him.

The other day a man wanted to buy
goods of an outsider, because he could do
so much better; the bills were examined
and it was found that this person was sell-
ing fifteen percent higher at wholesale than
our brethren were selling the same goods at
retail. There is something the matter with
people who think they can buy cheaper
from outsiders merely because they are out-
siders. How many of those before me are
really judges of goods? Not one in five hun-
dred. “Why, Brother Brigham,” it may be
asked, “am I not a judge of a piece of rib-
bon?” You know whether the colors please
you; but can you tell whether it has been
on the shelf of the store for one year or
twenty years? Brethren will buy cloth with-
out being judges of the quality; and be-
cause they can buy an article, apparently
the same, a little cheaper in one place than
they can in another, they will do so, al-
though the quality is much inferior, and
think they have got a bargain.

Brother Kimball sometimes brings up
the figure of the potter putting fresh clay
into the mill and grinding it to use in his
business, to illustrate the influx of the
brethren and sisters who are gathered from
the nations, and who have to be instructed
in those principles which have been taught
here for years; but carrying out the figure,
I may say that some of the clay here has
been ground over and over for thirty
years, and it comes out as rough as the
first time it passed through the mill.
Some men seem as if they could learn so
much and no more. They appear to be
bounded in their capacity for acquiring
knowledge, as Brother Orson Pratt, has 
in theory, bounded the capacity of God.
According to his theory, God can pro-

gress no further in knowledge and power;
but the God that I serve is progressing eter-
nally, and so are his children: they will in-
crease to all eternity, if they are faithful. But
there are some of our brethren who know
just so much, and they seem to be able to
learn no more. You may plead with them,
scold them, flatter them, coax them, and
try in various ways to increase their knowl-
edge; but it seems as if they would not
learn. They know the Gospel is true, and
that it has brought blessings to them, but
ask them if they know who they are?
Where they are from? Why they are here?
If they have commenced to learn to control
the elements around them? And if they un-
derstand the nature of their own organiza-
tions? And they will answer, “Why I never
thought of them.” They have thought of
the labor they have been engaged in, how
to chop down a tree, or plough the ground,
or work at the bench, or do whatever kind
of work they have been accustomed to do,
but do they know anything about the char-
acter of Him whom they profess to wor-
ship? No, only that the Gospel has been re-
vealed. The Holy Spirit has touched their
hearts; they believe the Gospel, and they
do not know that they can learn any more.

We do not intend to let you go until we
have tried to do something with you. We
wish to talk to the people until they learn
to understand principle. When the Saints
get understanding they will never ask a
question when they are told to build up a
settlement, make farms, or do anything
else that may be requisite in righteous-
ness to build up the kingdom of God.
Some of our elders have learned a good
deal by experience on many points. In
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