
be death upon death, and blood upon 
blood until the land is cleansed. I pray God 
to save the innocent, the righteous, and the 
honest poor, and to let those who desire to 
shed the blood of each other fall first in this 
deadly strife.

We have become heirs to all things, 
through the Gospel which we have obeyed, 
but if we neglect that Gospel and our du-
ties to God and to one another and become 
servants to sin, we may expect to suffer the 
penalty of sin, which is death and dam-
nation, and to be deprived of the right of 
ruling over a single person, and possess no 
territory, not even six feet by three. Those 
who violate their claims to the blessings 
of the Gospel never will have the privilege 
of ruling over their families; they will not 
have a dollar of money. They may get all 
the gold there is in the mountains now, but 
when they die and go to their own place 
they will not find gold, nor bread to eat, 
nor water to drink, nor the sweet strains of 
music to cheer their hearts; but they will be 
made servants to drudge out their weary ex-
istence as long as the Lord shall please to let 
them. This is a little of what the wicked will 
suffer in their place in the next existence.

Instead of the righteous being bound 
tighter and tighter, they will continue 
to have more and more liberty, as we are 
more and more faithful, and obtain more 
power with the heavens and more of the 
power of God upon us. Let us seek dili-
gently unto the Lord, until we obtain the 
faith of Jesus in its fullness, for those who 
possess this are free indeed.

When it is necessary that we should pos-
sess gold in great abundance, the Lord will 
show it to us in vision, and we shall not 
have to prospect and dig to find it, as the 
wicked have to do. The liberty of the Saints 
is to possess power with God to open gold 
mines, when we want gold; to plant and 
reap in abundance; to heal the sick of our 
families, and to heal our animals that serve 
us; to elude every snare of the enemy; to 
save our boys from danger when they are 
in the canyons, or when they are follow-
ing any other pursuit where there is danger 
of their losing their lives, or of being hurt 
in any way. This the wicked call tyranny 
and despotism. We call upon the people to 
so live that their sick may be healed by the 
virtue and power of their holy religion, and 
this is called oppression. The “Mormons” 
all listen to the advice of one man, and this 
is called despotism. We teach our females 
to be virtuous and industrious, and this is 
called bondage. A young woman went to 
a neighboring camp, stayed there three or 
four days, and came home and died; this 
is the liberty some would give to us, “such 
protection as vultures give to lambs.”

It is the privilege of this people to have 
faith to command the elements, that we 
may have plentiful crops from year to year; 
and to enjoy the wealth of health, joy and 
peace instead of sorrow, turmoil, war, and 
bloodshed. Here are the two extremes; may 
the Lord help us to choose the good and 
refuse the evil. Amen.
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