
It is the business of a Latter-day Saint, 
in passing through the street, if he sees a 
fence pole down, to put it up; if he sees an 
animal in the mud, to stop and help get it 
out. I make such acts my business. When 
I am traveling, I stop my whole train and 
say—“Boys, let us drive those cattle out 
of that grain, and put up the fence.” If I 
can do any good in administering among 
the people, in trying to have them com-
prehend what is right and do it, that is my 
business, and it is also your business.

Let us preach righteousness, and prac-
tice it. I do not wish to preach what I do 
not practice. If I wish to preach to oth-
ers wholesome doctrine, let me practice 
it myself—show that example to others I 
wish them to imitate. If we do this, we will 
be preserved in the truth. We wish to in-
crease; we do not wish to become aliens in 
the kingdom of God.

When people’s eyes are opened, and 
they see and understand how heinous it 
is to turn away from the truth, were they 
to reflect, and ask, “Shall I ever leave the 
faith? Ever turn away from the kingdom of 
God?” It would make them shudder; there 
would be chill over them from their heads 
to their feet; they would feel to say, “No, 
God forbid!”

It was said here this morning that no 
person ever apostatized, without actual 
transgression. Omission of duty leads to 
commission. We want to live so as to have 
the Spirit every day, every hour of the day, 
every minute of the day; and every Latter-
day Saint is entitled to the Spirit of God, to 
the power of the Holy Ghost, to lead him 
in his individual duties. Is nobody else en-
titled to it? No. But this wants explanation.

Here, perhaps, is a good Presbyterian 
brother, a good Baptist brother, or, perhaps, 
a good Catholic one. Are they entitled to that 
degree of the Spirit of God that we are? No,

but they are entitled to light. And there is 
one saying I heard here today, that I will 
repeat; whenever anyone lifts his voice or 
hand to persecute this people, there is a 
chill passes through him, unless he is lost 
to truth and the Spirit of God has entire-
ly left him. He feels it day and night; he 
feels the Spirit working with him. And the 
Spirit of the Lord will strive, and strive, 
and strive with the people, till they have 
sinned away the day of grace. Until then, 
all are entitled to the light of Christ, for 
he is the light that lighteth every man who 
cometh into the world. But they are not 
entitled to receive the Holy Ghost. Why 
not, as well as Cornelius? That bestowal 
of the Holy Ghost was to convince the 
superstitious Jews that the Lord designed 
to send the Gospel to the Gentiles. Peter 
said, well, now, brethren, can you forbid 
water to baptize these, seeing the Lord has 
been so merciful to them as to give them 
the Holy Ghost? And he baptized them; 
and that was the opening of the door of the 
Gospel to the Gentiles.

I pray to the Lord for you; I pray for 
you to get wisdom—worldly wisdom; not 
to love the things of the world, but to take 
care of what you raise. Try to raise a little 
silk here; you know we are raising cotton. 
Try to raise some flax, and take care of it. 
Try and make a little sugar here next fall; I 
understand that article is now fifty cents a 
pound in New York. As war is wasting the 
productive strength of the nation, do you 
not think it becomes us to raise sugar, corn, 
wheat, sheep, etc., for the consumption of 
the old, the blind, the lame, and the help-
less who will be left, that we may be able 
to feed and clothe them when they come 
here? We will feed and care for them, for 
there are thousands of them who are good
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