THE EARTH THE HOME OF MAN, ETC.

the anguish, pain, sickness, and death that
are upon the earth.

Since man has brought this upon him-
self, who but man can effect a restoration
from sin to purity? From death to life? If
I injure my neighbor in any way, I am the
only person that can make restitution and
obtain the forgiveness of my injured friend,
neighbor, or brother. When a child revolts
from under a good parent’s control, it is
the place of that child to return to his fa-
ther, like the prodigal of old, and reinstate
himself in the friendship and good feelings
of his injured parent.

Mankind have forfeited the right they
once possessed to the friendship of their
Heavenly Father, and through sin have ex-
posed themselves to misery and wretched-
ness. Who is to bring back to the sin-stained
millions of earth that which they have lost
through disobedience? Who is to plant smil-
ing peace and plenty where war and desola-
tion reign? Who is to remove the curse and
its consequences from earth—the home-
stead of mankind? Who shall say to the rag-
ing and contending elements, “Peace, be
still?” And extract the poison from the rep-
tile’s tooth, and the savage and destructive
nature from beast and creeping thing?

Who placed the dark stain of sin upon
this fair creation? Man. Who but man shall
remove the foul blot, and restore all things
to their primeval purity and innocence? But
can he do this independent of heavenly aid?
He cannot. To aid him in this work heav-
enly grace is here; heavenly wisdom, power,
and help are here, and God’s laws and or-
dinances are here; the angels and spirits of
just men made perfect are here; Jesus Christ
our Great High Priest, with Prophets,
Apostles, and Saints, ancient and modern,
are here to help man in the great work of
sanctifying himself and the earth for final
glorification in its paradisiacal state. All
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this will be accomplished through the law
of the Holy Priesthood.

If we bring back all things through the
help of our Heavenly Father, then shall we
possess all things—the earth and its ful-
ness, and all things pertaining to time and
eternity, even all things that man was made
lord over. Then blessed are the poor, or,
in other words, blessed are they who know
for themselves that every blessing which
they receive, whether spiritual or temporal,
is the gift of God. Blessed are they who are
poor in spirit, or blessed are they who feel
their own weakness, and know their own
inability and the power of God, and enjoy
the Holy Ghost. Blessed are they who trust
in the Lord Jesus Christ, and who know
that he is their Savior, and that in him
they can find mercy, and grace to help in
time of need. These are the blessed ones,
no matter if they possess all the riches of
this world; what has that to do with the
humble and faithful heart? Such a person
is not affected in faith, as a follower of the
Lord Jesus, by riches or by poverty.

If we ever attain to faith enough to ob-
tain the kingdom of God, as we anticipate,
we shall obtain all the wealth there is for
this kingdom in time and eternity. We shall
not rob other kingdoms, but we shall pos-
sess the eternity of matter that lies in the
path of the onward progress of this king-
dom, and still eternity and its fulness will
continue to stretch out before us. The great
powers of eternal wisdom will be exercised
to enhance the wealth, beauty, excellency
and glory of this kingdom, previous to its
being introduced into the presence of the
Father and the Son. This work we have to
help perform.

A great many think that the kingdom of
God is going to bless them and exalt them,
without any efforts on their part. This is not
so. Every man and woman is expected to aid
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