
and you will find some as honest, virtuous,
upright, and charitable as any you will find
among the Latter-day Saints.” This being
their opinion they decide that one is just as
good as another. Now it is true that, so far
as moral worth is concerned, we may find
hundreds of thousands in the world who
are honest, moral and upright to the best of
their knowledge. I believe that among the
inhabitants of the earth today, notwith-
standing the vast amount of corruption
and sin and the almost universal moral
degradation, there are thousands of good,
honest, well-meaning people.

So far as they have light and knowledge
and understand the principles of truth, so
far do thousands of the inhabitants of the
earth today honor them in their lives. But
that does not constitute them the people of
God, neither does it argue that they have
the holy priesthood, nor that the Gospel in
its purity and fulness has been revealed to
them; nothing of the kind. Then I say that
they are wanting. Although I feel liberal in
my heart towards mankind, and willing to
accord this truth to the benefit of the hon-
est in heart; yet I am compelled to ac-
knowledge that they are lacking. And be-
cause there are good people out of this
Church as well as in, that does not argue
that we have not the priesthood, that God
is not in communion with us, that we are
not in fellowship with him, nor that we are
not the people he has chosen, through
whom to accomplish his great work in the
latter days. It simply proves what the
prophets and the servants of God have often
said, that there are honest people in the
world who are not in this Church, and for
that reason the Gospel is preached to the na-
tions, that the honest may be gathered into
the fold and family of God, that they

may take a part in the building up of his
kingdom in the last days.

When you compare the systems, creeds,
and governing principles among the sects
and religious denominations in the world,
where will you find one that is perfect, or
that is calculated to lead men back to a
unity of the faith and to God? Where will
you find a system or a denomination of re-
ligious people in the world who have such
principles embodied in their faith? You
cannot find such a system, if you go be-
yond the pale of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints. “Well,” inquires one,
“are those principles embodied in our faith?
Is that principle of government here that is
calculated to unite not only this Church
but the whole human family in one faith?
Are we not to some extent divided one
against another, and have we not selfish
thoughts and feelings, and do we not have
strife in our midst, and do we love one an-
other with a brotherly love and act under
the influence of the good Spirit all the
time?”

If we did act under its influence and fol-
lowed its dictation continually, we would
be one, and bickering, strife, and selfishness
would be laid aside, and we would look
after and be as zealous for our neighbor’s as
for our own good. But we still see in our
midst controversies, differences of thought
and opinion, one up and another down,
and the same thing regarded in a different
light by different persons, &c. Why is this?
Because the Gospel net has gathered in of
every kind, and because we are only chil-
dren in the school; because we have learned
only the first letters, as it were, in the great
Gospel plan, and that but imperfectly. 
And one cause of the diversity in our
thoughts and reflections is that some have
had greater experience and comprehend
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