
not pass by them. I desire that we may be 
faithful, and be prepared for the things 
that are coming upon the earth; I desire 
that we be prepared for the blessings which 
the Lord has to bestow upon us. He is 
blessing His people, and we shall all soon 
see Zion redeemed, and Israel gathered 
from among all nations. I would like the 
Latter-day Saints to be ready; and to make 
themselves ready, they must live their reli-
gion, that they may enjoy the spirit of the 
Holy One of Israel.

Our experience teaches us that some 
don’t take this course, they will follow 
some person or something apart from the 
true and living God. Their minds become 
so dark that they cannot see the true riches.

If any of you feel that there is no life in 
your meetings, as I occasionally hear some 
of the brethren say, then it becomes your 
duty to go and instil life into that meeting, 
and do your part to produce an increase of 
the Spirit and power of God in the meet-
ings in your locality. If there is a fast meet-
ing, or prayer meeting, why not somebody 
in that district go filled with the spirit and 
power of God, and assist to encourage, 
instruct, comfort, and edify the Saints? 
I have been an Elder in this Church for 
years, and I have been accustomed to teach 
every man and woman the duties enjoined 
upon them by the law of Christ; and when 
there was not a good spirit in a meeting, I 
have endeavored to instil one, and did not 
ask for any permission to do so. I want the 
Elders to be filled with the spirit of teach-
ing, and I want each and every one of us to 
so live as to obtain our share of it, and to 
have the influence of the Spirit of the Lord 
to dictate to us. If these my brethren will 
live and act according to the Priesthood 
that is upon them, the Lord will be satis-
fied, and so will his servants.

Most of you, my brethren, are Elders, 
Seventies, or High Priests: perhaps there is 
not a Priest or Teacher present. The reason 
of this is that when we give the brethren 
their endowments, we are obliged to confer 
upon them the Melchizedek Priesthood; 
but I expect to see the day when we shall 
be so situated that we can say to a compa-
ny of brethren you can go and receive the 
ordinances pertaining to the Aaronic order 
of Priesthood, and then you can go into 
the world and preach the Gospel, or do 
something that will prove whether you will 
honor that Priesthood before you receive 
more. Now we pass them through the or-
dinances of both Priesthoods in one day, 
but this is not as it should be and would 
if we had a Temple wherein to adminis-
ter these ordinances. But this is all right at 
present; we should not be satisfied in any 
other way, and consequently we do accord-
ing to the circumstances we are placed in. 
The brethren receive their endowments, 
and you know there are some persons who 
will not apostatize till they arrive at a cer-
tain point. Some apostatize at the Missouri 
River, and although they may be ever so 
angry, they will come here to get prepared 
to leave us; and others will live here a score 
of years, and then apostatize, and it does 
appear as if some men were determined to 
prove that they are fools.

We have had trouble with men who re-
fused to pay their Tithing, but the time has 
now come when a man that will not pay 
his Tithing is not fit to be in the Church. 
The time has come when those who pro-
fess to be Saints must live according to the 
laws of the Holy Priesthood, or they can-
not enjoy its benefits.

May the Lord bless you all, and help 
you to be faithful is my prayer. Amen.

On Sunday afternoon the President in-
structed the congregation as follows—
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