
the truth more perfectly than others. But
does this prove that the Gospel we have
embraced does not contain those principles
necessary to unite all mankind in the truth.
No, it does not. What are these great
principles that are calculated to unite the
whole human family, and to cause them to
worship the same God, adhere it the same
counsel and be governed by the same
voice? They are the principle of revelation,
the power of God revealed to his people,
the belief in the hearts of the people that it
is God’s right to rule and dictate, and that
it is not the right of any man to say it shall
be thus and so; nor are the people required
to obey these principles blindly—without
knowledge.

When we learn the truth and under-
stand what is for our greatest good, we will
feel in our hearts that it is God’s right to
rule and reign, and to say to us what shall
be, and that it is our privilege to obey, and
there will not be a feeling in our hearts
contrary to his dictation. We will then feel
that whatever is, is right; and in this we
cannot then rightly be called superstitious,
blind, or deluded, for that would be
impossible because we will then be gov-
erned by higher light and intelligence—by
that intelligence which convinces us that
God lives, reigns, made the earth and all
things it contains, that he is the Father of
all, that we are his children, and that all
things are in his hands. We will then com-
prehend this, and, consequently, will feel
that it is his right to say and ours to do. But
how is it today? We do not practically com-
prehend these facts to their full extent, our
own selfish interests more or less blind us,
we measurably stand in our own light and
choke the channel of blessings from heaven,
and cannot fully receive from the Giver

of all good that blessing, exaltation, and
glory that he is ever willing to bestow upon
all who will acknowledge and love him and
worship him in spirit and in truth.

This is a great and important work—
one that we do not fully comprehend.
When the Spirit of the Lord rests power-
fully upon us, we realize it to some extent;
but we do not always have that Spirit in
such copious measure, and when we are
left to ourselves we are weak, frail, and li-
able to err. This shows to us that we should
be more faithful than we have ever been,
and that day and night, wherever we are
and under whatever circumstances we may
be placed, in order to enjoy the Spirit of
the Gospel we must live to God by observ-
ing truth, honoring his law, and ever man-
ifest a vigorous determination to accom-
plish the work he has assigned us.

I thank the Lord that I have the privi-
lege of being associated with this people;
and, whatever men may say or do, I desire
that the testimony of the truth may con-
tinue with me, that I may ever realize for
myself that the Gospel has again been re-
vealed to man on the earth.

It seems to me that today, or I may say
this present moment is a moment of trial
for this people. I have often heard the Pres-
ident say, in relation to our having been
driven from our homes, hated and mis-
treated by our enemies and the enemies of
truth, that we were not then particularly
tried. I believe it. I believe that then we
were more happy and better alive to the
work we are engaged in than many are
today. I believe, of the two, take the period
when the Saints were driven from the State
of Missouri, or subsequently, when we were
driven from the State of Illinois, and com-
pare it with the present day, that today is
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