
the day of trial for this people. When you
go along the street, and meet a man or a
woman, do you know whether he or she is
a Latter-day Saint or not? There was a time
when we could walk up and down the
streets and tell by the very countenances of
men whether they were Latter-day Saints,
or not; but can you do it now? You cannot,
unless you have greater discernment and
more of the Spirit and power of God than
I have. Why? Because many are trying as
hard as they can to transform themselves
into the very shape, character, and spirit
of the world. Elders in Israel, young men,
mothers and daughters in Israel are con-
forming to the world’s fashions until their
very countenances indicate its spirit and
character. This course is to the shame and
disgrace of those who are so unwise. It is
not so much in the settlements, but go
where you will in this city and you can see
some of these foolish ones. And when the
line is drawn and the choice made, there
are many, who we think today are in fel-
lowship with the Lord, that will be left
without the pale. Yet they are now going
smoothly along, and we meet, shake
hands and call each other brother. We
meet here in this Tabernacle and partake
of the Holy Sacrament together as
brethren in the bonds of the covenant,
and go smoothly along together; but it is
not all gold that glitters. It is not all as it
appears; the surface is deceptive, and
while many think that it is no harm 
to pattern after the foolish, wicked, non-
sensical notions and fashions of the 
world and the character of worldlings,
taking them into our homes and making
them our companions, and think that we
are just as good Saints with as without
them, by and by we will wake up to the

astounding fact that we have been deceived
and misled.

Why did God call us from the world
and denounce it? Why did he say that none
were good, and that the religious worship
of the world was not acceptable to him,
but was a mockery and an abomination in
his sight? Why tell this to the Prophet and
say to him, “I will make you an instrument
in my hands to gather out my people from
the world, that I may have a righteous and
pure people who will worship me in spirit
and in truth, and who will not draw near
to me with their lips while their hearts are
far from me?” It was because the world was
corrupt and had gone after the fashions
and follies of men; because the people were
led by the doctrines of men, put their faith
in man and made flesh their arm; and had
forsaken God. They boasted of themselves,
in their own strength, glory, might and
power, and said that they cared not for
God, as was manifested on an occasion
during the late rebellion, in a convention
that was called, I think at Chicago. A
proposition was made that they conquer
the South; someone proposed, “by the help
of God;” but they unanimously voted that
they would do it without the help of God,
or not at all. They would have the glory of
it themselves, they wanted none of the help
of God to do it. God was out of the ques-
tion with them, for they gloried in their
own strength.

And the world, today, glory in their
own wealth, power and knowledge, and
for this they are an abomination in the
sight of God; and he has raised up a
Prophet and has put forth his hand for the
last time to gather his people and to do
his great and marvelous work. He is send-
ing forth his missionaries to preach the
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