
for worms tomorrow. O, the foolishness of
man!

It is for the people called Latter-day
Saints to make God their boast, to ascribe
to him the honor and power, and to say
within themselves, O Father, we are thine.
That is the way all mortality should feel.
They should feel that the earth and its ful-
ness are God’s, that the gold and silver, the
cattle on a thousand hills, the rich fields,
the streams of water, the rivers, lakes,
ocean, and all they contain are his. He
made them; they are not ours, for he has
not given them to us; we have not earned
them; but when we have earned them,
when we have proved faithful over a few
things committed to us here, when we have
proved wise stewards over the little things,
when we have fought the good fight of
faith, endured to the end and worked out
our salvation, then the earth and its fulness
will be given to the Saints of the Most
High, and they shall possess it forever and
ever. But it is not ours yet, neither is it
man’s, neither will it be, until he has earned
an inheritance upon it by his faithfulness,
diligence, good precepts and examples, and
by his endurance to the end in the truth,
and not till then. And when we think that
by simply bearing the name of Saint, or as-
sociating with good men and women, we
shall secure an inheritance on this goodly
earth, that will yet be purified and made
like a sea of glass for a dwelling place for
the just, we shall find that we have deceived
ourselves, and will see the crown and inher-
itance designed for us taken away and
given to this one or that one who lived on
the earth when we did, but who, instead of
having only the name of Saints, were Saints
in very deed.

I was very much pleased with Brother
Hyde’s discourse on this subject a few
months ago; it was a most excellent de-
scription of things as they are and as they
will be, and it was true. If we do not now
know that it was so, we will have to learn;
and if we are not willing to receive instruc-
tion and counsel, we will have to learn
through experience and stern necessity, and
be made to realize our condition and de-
pendence on God.

In the parable of Lazarus and the rich
man, when the latter, looking beyond the
yawning gulf that separated him from Par-
adise, saw Lazarus enjoying bliss in Abra-
ham’s bosom, and wanted an angel sent to
warn his friends on earth, the Lord Jesus
said, if they will not believe the Prophets
and Apostles, neither would they believe
though one should be raised from the
dead. So in these days, if the Prophets,
Apostles and Elders called of God and
commissioned to preach the Gospel are not
believed by the people, neither would they
believe an angel, or one raised from the
dead. I once felt that this was a pretty hard
saying, but I am now convinced that it is
true. I always, perhaps, conceded that it
was true, yet at times I felt, would it not be
possible for an angel to convince the people
when we could not.

Since then I have seen and conversed
with men, have known the feelings of their
hearts and seen that they were just as full of
the darkness of hell as they could be. So
full and firmly rooted were they in darkness
and ignorance and in a determination not
to receive the truth that, though angels and
ministering spirits had taught them, they
would still have preferred to remain in ig-
norance and unbelief. I was forcibly re-
minded of this a short time ago, when in
conversation with Alexander H. Smith.
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