
In my remarks this afternoon I wish 
to address strangers, as well as the Saints; 
and I desire, with all my heart, that I may 
have the words of truth to give them, to 
each one as he may need, that all may be 
profited.

I present myself before this congre-
gation as a teacher of the way of life and 
salvation, and I seek unto the Lord day 
by day for strength and wisdom to enable 
me to magnify my high and holy calling, 
to the end that those who believe my testi-
mony may be saved in the presence of the 
Father and the Son; and that those who 
cannot abide the law which prepares man-
kind to enter into the celestial kingdom, 
may be prepared for just as high a king-
dom and glory as they can abide.

There exist in the minds of men 
throughout the world a great variety of 
ideas and notions in regard to the charac-
ter of the Supreme Being, yet all believe in 
a Supreme ruling power which is invisible 
to them, which does not speak to them, 
whose dwelling place, as some suppose, is 
beyond the most distant stars, and, as oth-
ers suppose, is everywhere; having, as some 
suppose, a corporeal form, and, as others 
suppose, being without form.

All people have their national and  
individual capacities, desires, faith,  
pursuits, habits, manners, customs,

etc. We, like others, think that our reli-
gion is the best religion upon the earth. All 
have the privilege of worshipping the sun, 
moon, or stars, if they please; to imagine 
to themselves a Supreme Being existing in 
any form their imaginations may create, or 
in no form at all. Others are as enthusiastic 
in their faith and religious doctrine, as we 
are. I doubt not that those we call heathen 
are as sincere in their heathenish worship 
as we are in ours. The Christian world of 
the 19th century acknowledge the Old and 
New Testaments as the standard of their re-
ligion, yet it would be difficult to imagine 
a greater variety of views, notions, and be-
liefs, in regard to the Supreme Being, than 
exist among the Christians of the present 
day.

The foundation of the religion we have 
embraced, and are trying to practice, is 
based upon new revelation. To learn the 
true religion is to learn and understand its 
Author.

The Latter-day Saints differ from their 
Christian brethren who do not belong to 
the Latter-day Church, and we have, we 
consider, as good a right to differ from 
them as they have to differ from us. They 
say that our religion is not orthodox, is  
of  short  standing,  and unpopular ;  
that makes no difference with us. We are 
one in our belief of a Supreme Being,
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