
use of by Christ in regard to the future.
Some men have had visions concerning
things that were to come relative to the
restoration of Israel; the building up of
Zion; the establishment of the Kingdom of
God upon the earth; the reign of righ-
teousness, when iniquity should be swept
from the face thereof, when the “law
should go forth from Zion, and the word
of the Lord from Jerusalem;” when all men
should be subject to that law, and when to
Jesus every knee shall bow and every
tongue confess. There are a great many cu-
rious sayings in the Scriptures in relation to
these things. Where did they all come
from? Where did these ideas, theories, and
notions, so numerous in what we call the
Word of God, originate? We all believe
they come by inspiration, “that holy men
of God,” as the Scriptures say, “spake as
they were moved upon by the Holy
Ghost.” I believe they were men who knew
how to approach God, and that when they
did they obtained visions, revelations and
the ministering of angels, and could look
through the dark vista of future ages and
see the purposes and designs of God rolling
on to their accomplishment. I believe they
could see his purposes in regard to the
creation and organization of this earth, and
the placing of man upon it, and all the vi-
cissitudes that each succeeding generation
should pass through, until the Lord should
have accomplished his purposes, till the
earth should be cleansed from wickedness,
and purity should be universal, and all,
from the least to the greatest, should know
God.

If men of old had a knowledge of these
things I want to know something about them
too. And how am I to acquire this knowledge?
The way to do so was made known to me

when I first heard the Gospel. I was told to
repent of my sins, be baptized in the name
of Jesus Christ for their remission, and
have hands laid upon me for the reception
of the Holy Ghost, and that the Holy
Ghost should take of the things of God
and show them to me; that it should bring
things past to my remembrance, should
lead me to a knowledge of the truth and
show me things to come. Is it foolish to
understand these things? If I have a body I
want to know how to save it. If I have a
spirit I want to know how to save it. If
there is any such thing as a first resurrec-
tion I want to participate in it, and I want
to become acquainted with the “whys” and
“wherefores” in relation to all of these 
matters.

I was told that God had spoken, that
the heavens had been opened, that angels
had appeared, that the kingdom of God
was established on the earth, and that the
Lord had commenced to fulfil his purposes
with regard to the earth; and I believed it,
and I was buried in the waters of baptism,
had hands laid upon me by a man having
authority, and through that medium I ob-
tained a knowledge of these things. Hence,
when I talk on these matters, I talk about
what I know, and what my natural and
spiritual senses comprehend. When I talk
to you I talk to a people that understand
the things of which I speak, and the oper-
ations of the Spirit of the Lord; and if all
are not informed in regard to the sciences
and learning of the day, yet all good 
and virtuous men and women who have
lived their religion and maintained their
integrity before God, feel as certain about
these matters as did the man whose 
son Jesus healed who was born blind. 
The Pharisees came to him and said,
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