
while they widely differ upon this vital 
point; and after ages of controversy upon 
it, still making more uncertain the possibil-
ity of their becoming united, they are con-
tent to say, “great is the mystery of godli-
ness: God made manifest in the flesh,” and 
there they leave it.

Moses represents God as saying, “Let 
us make man in our image, after our like-
ness,” “So God created man in his own im-
age, in the image of God created he him; 
male and female created he them.” Are we 
willing, in our faith to subscribe to those 
statements? Are we willing to let the truth 
of heaven speak in plainness, and have its 
full influence over our minds? A few more 
quotations of Scripture upon this point 
will answer my present purpose. “Philip 
saith unto him, Lord, show us the Father, 
and it sufficeth us. Jesus saith unto him, 
Have I been so long a time with you, and 
yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he 
that hath seen me hath seen the Father; 
and how sayest thou then, Show us the 
Father?” “In whom the god of this world 
hath blinded the minds of them which 
believe not, lest the light of the glorious 
gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, 
should shine unto them.” “Who being the 
brightness of the glory, and the express im-
age of his person, and upholding all things 
by the word of his power, when he had by 
himself purged our sins, sat down on the 
right hand of the Majesty on high.” From 
these Scriptures you can at once under-
stand there is a strong resemblance between 
the Father and the Son in the person of the 
Savior, who possessed all the qualifications 
of a perfect man.

We Latter-day Saints believe that God is 
our Father, according to the declaration of the 
Prophets and Apostles; and we are his offspring

and that He has made of one flesh and 
blood all the inhabitants of the earth, no 
matter whether they be white, black, red, 
yellow, or copper-colored. We believe in a 
God who has eyes to see, ears to hear, in-
deed every member and sense of his body 
well developed as a perfect man. Is there 
any harm in believing this? If we do not 
take this view of the Great Author of our 
existence, what view shall we take of him? 
Shall we try to view Him as a shapeless, 
passionless, measureless entity? Shall we 
consider the Being in whose image we were 
made, an unorganized element of some 
kind, floating in the immensity of space, 
without mind, plan, or purpose?

God is considered to be everywhere 
present at the same moment; and the 
Psalmist says, “Whither shall I flee from 
thy presence?” He is present with all his 
creations through his influence, through 
his government, spirit and power, but he 
himself is a personage of tabernacle, and 
we are made after his likeness.

It was said here this morning that the 
Gospel maketh those who receive it of one 
heart and of one mind; they become of one 
heart and of one mind as to the principles 
of the Gospel so far as they are revealed, 
but when men speculate upon principles or 
doctrines, and undertake to develop what 
they have no knowledge of, then they may 
differ widely, the Latter-day Saints as well 
as others. The principles which have been 
revealed to us from the heavens bring this 
people to the standard of truth; it is that 
which makes them one. The proof of this 
is before us—Latter-day Saints, you are my 
witnesses.

In regard to the character of the Deity, 
our faith is different from that of our former 
religious associates; but we leave the world 
to judge, every man for himself, whether  
we are right or whether they are right,
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