
“Give God the glory: for we know that this
man is a sinner.” Said he, “I do not know
much about this man, but one thing I do
know—that he was once blind, but that
now he sees.” So it is with you, through
obedience to the Gospel of Jesus Christ
you have become enlightened, and al-
though at one time you were blind, you
now see. You know another thing too that
you did not know before obeying the
Gospel. It was said in former times con-
cerning the Jews that they were, all their
life long, subject to bondage through the
fear of death. That bondage exists today
among all grades in the world, whether re-
ligionists or irreligionists—they are afraid
of death. You talk to ministers, and they
will tell you to get prepared for death. I
want to know nothing about death, it is
life, eternal life I am after, and I do not care
anything about the grim monster; let him
grin, operate and work, it is life I am after,
eternal life, and that consists in knowing
“the true God, and Jesus Christ, whom he
hath sent.” And through obedience to the
Gospel we receive the Holy Ghost which
opens up communication between us and
the heavens, and enables us to exclaim with
Paul, “O death, where is thy sting? O
grave, where is thy victory? The sting of
death is sin; and the strength of sin is the
law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

We are standing then, may I, shall I say
on a more elevated platform than the world,
for we know what we talk about. I do

know that when this earthly house of my
tabernacle is dissolved that I have a build-
ing of God not made with hands. I know I
shall live forever, and that God is my father
and friend; if nobody else knows this, I
know it. Do I want to go back to the beg-
garly elements of the world? Do I want to
compare light, truth, intelligence, and the
revelations of God with the darkness, igno-
rance, and corruption of the world? Do I
want to leave the light of eternity and mix
myself up with that that dies and is forgot-
ten in the tomb? No, sirs! I want something
that is calculated to elevate, ennoble, and
exalt the human mind, and that will place
men as the sons of God on the earth, full of
light, life, intelligence, and the power of
God, with the revelations of God beaming
upon them, and the visions of eternity open
to their minds. This is the kind of religion
I believe in; it tells me who my Father is,
how I may please him, secure his favor and
obtain for myself and my posterity everlast-
ing life in the celestial kingdom of God.
Then knowing and comprehending these
things in part I would like others to walk in
the same track, grasp the same intelligence
and act as rational, intelligent beings, that
they may stand upon Mount Zion as sav-
iors, help to redeem Israel, and spread light
to the world. This is what we are after. But I
find time is flying. God bless you, and may
he guide us all in the way of peace and help
us to fear him and keep his commandments
that we may be saved in his kingdom, in
the name of Jesus. Amen.
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