DIFFERENCE OF IDEAS, ETC.

of the Son of God, never did and never
can work righteousness; they may do thou-
sands of good acts, for which they will
have their reward, but as the followers of
Jesus—as his disciples—as light shining in
darkness—as way marks to the Kingdom
of heaven—as the oracles of truth to the
children of men—they do not and cannot
work righteousness to be saved in the ce-
lestial Kingdom, independent of the holy
Priesthood. Is the Holy Ghost given? Yes,
it may be given to members of the various
churches, who are sincere enough to re-
ceive the revelation and power of God.

Here and there the Holy Ghost is and
has been given to a few. Is it given to all?
No. Have they any right to it? No. It is the
system of government God has revealed
to the children of men that gives people a
right to the ordinances, blessings and privi-
leges of the Gospel of Christ, and without
that they have not any legal right to them,
and cannot claim them. When men have
the privilege of hearing the plan of salva-
tion from the mouth of an inspired servant
of God, and they reject it, I will promise
them that if they have ever possessed any
portion of the Holy Spirit, it will depart
from them and sevenfold more darkness
will ensue to the mind of that person than
is the lot of all to suffer in a state of nature,
unenlightened by the inspiring rays of the
Holy Spirit.

When Jesus Christ, while on the earth,
sent his servants to preach he instructed
them to promise all baptized believers that,
“these signs shall follow them that believe;
In my name shall they cast out devils; they
shall speak with new tongues; They shall
take up serpents; and if they drink any
deadly thing, it shall not hurt them: they
shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall

recover.” “But Mr. Speaker, were not these
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signs done away?” Yes, but how were
they done away? They were done away
by the wickedness and unbelief of the
people. “Were they done away by the Lord
Almighty, because they were no longer
needed?” They were not.

“But if a man should, by the gift of the
Holy Ghost, in these days prophesy and
write it, would it not be adding to what
is already written, and is not that strictly
forbidden?” This is a very popular query,
and I am disposed to notice it a few mo-
ments. In Deuteronomy it is written—"“Ye
shall not add unto the word which I com-
mand you, neither shall ye diminish ought
from it, that ye may keep the commands
of the Lord your God which I command
you.” Again, in the Book of Proverbs it is
written—“Every word of God is pure: he
is a shield unto them that put their trust
in him. Add thou not unto his words, lest
he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar.”
Again in the last chapter of Revelation it
is written—"“For I testify unto every man
that heareth the words of the prophecy of
this book, If any man shall add unto these
things, God shall add unto him the plagues
that are written in this book: And if any
man shall take away from the words of the
book of this prophecy, God shall take away
his part out of the book of life, and out of
the holy city, and from the things which
are written in this book.” Where is it in-
timated in these passages that God would
cease or had ceased to give revelation to
his children? Those passages were writ-
ten to guard against the mutilation of the
revelations already given, which then
existed in manuscript form, and very
likely there existed not more than one copy
when these words were written. It can-
not reasonably be supposed for a moment

that the Almighty has sealed his own
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