
mouth in silence by the Scriptures quoted, 
yet they are used in that light by modern 
Christians.

We are safe in saying that from the day 
that Adam was created and placed in the 
Garden of Eden to this day, the plan of 
salvation and the revelations of the will 
of God to man are unchanged, although 
mankind have not for many ages been fa-
vored therewith, in consequence of apos-
tasy and wickedness. There is no evidence 
to be found in the Bible that the Gospel 
should be one thing in the days of the 
Israelites, another in the days of Christ 
and his Apostles, and another in the 19th 
Century, but, on the contrary, we are in-
structed that God is the same in every age, 
and that his plan of saving his children is 
the same. He has redeemed the world by 
offering up His Only Begotten Son, and 
that Son is the heir of the earth and to 
all things which pertain to it. He has not 
changed his laws, ordinances and cov-
enants pertaining to Himself and the sal-
vation of mankind. The plan of salvation 
is one, from the beginning of the world to 
the end thereof.

The gifts of the Gospel are given to 
strengthen the faith of the believer—“They 
shall speak with new tongues,” saith Jesus. 
The stranger who is ignorant of our history 
inquires—“Have you the gift of tongues in 
your Church?” Yes, and were I to permit 
it now, hundreds of the Elders and the sis-
ters would rise up in this congregation and 
speak in new tongues, and interpret as well 
as the learned of the age; but I do not per-
mit it. Does the gift of prophecy exist with 
us? This fact is so evident and plain that it 
appears to us almost a loss of time to talk 
about it. The present state of affairs and the 
present unhappy state of our once happy 
country, I have preached and prophesied of 
for the last thirty years; and so have thou-

sands of others prophesied before the 
people of this land that the Almighty 
would come out in his wrath and vex the 
nation for persecuting the Priesthood of 
the Son of God; the fulfilment is too evi-
dent to attempt to prove.

I will here say that it is a mistaken idea, 
as entertained by the Calvinists, that God 
has decreed all things whatsoever that come 
to pass, for the volition of the creature is as 
free as air. You may inquire whether we be-
lieve in foreordination; we do, as strongly 
as any people in the world. We believe that 
Jesus was foreordained before the founda-
tions of the world were built, and his mis-
sion was appointed him in eternity to be the 
Savior of the world, yet when he came in 
the flesh he was left free to choose or refuse 
to obey his Father. Had he refused to obey 
his Father, he would have become a son of 
perdition. We also are free to choose or re-
fuse the principles of eternal life. God has 
decreed and foreordained many things that 
have come to pass, and he will continue to 
do so; but when he decrees great blessings 
upon a nation or upon an individual they 
are decreed upon certain conditions. When 
he decrees great plagues and overwhelming 
destructions upon nations or people, those 
decrees come to pass because those nations 
and people will not forsake their wicked-
ness and turn unto the Lord. It was decreed 
that Nineveh should be destroyed in forty 
days, but the decree was stayed on the re-
pentance of the inhabitants of Nineveh. My 
time is too limited to enter into this subject 
at length; I will content myself by saying 
that God rules and reigns, and has made 
all his children as free as himself, to choose 
the right or the wrong, and we shall then be 
judged according to our works.

Man appoints, but God disappoints, 
man’s ways are not like God’s ways;  
men can  s ea rch  out  and  per form
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