
their eyes single to the building up of the
kingdom of God? No; they are single to the
building up of themselves. With all the
knowledge that Elders have obtained who
have traveled in the Church five, ten, fif-
teen, twenty, twenty-five, or thirty years,
there are few who understand the
principles of the kingdom and whose eyes
are single to the building of it up in all re-
spects; but their eyes are like the fool’s
eye—looking to the ends of the earth.
They want this and that, and they do not
know what to do; they lack wisdom. By-
and-by, perhaps, their wealth will depart
from them, and when left poor and penni-
less, they will humble themselves before the
Lord that they may be saved.

This is the situation of the Latter-day
Saints, yet they are increasing. It is aston-
ishing to look back and see the ignorance
that was manifested by the people in their
first gathering together; their experience
then was far less than their experience and
doings now. Still we are far short of being
what we should and must be.

When the people assemble together
they should be instructed with regard to
their temporal lives. It is good to as-
semble together and pray, and preach,
and exhort, so that we may obtain the
power of God to that degree that we can
heal the sick, cast out devils, speak with
tongues, prophecy and enjoy all the bless-
ings and gifts of the holy gospel; but that
does not raise our bread, nor perfect the
Saints in wisdom. I referred here, last
Sunday, to men out of the Church who
possess great gifts and who are not in the
Church. Men who know nothing of the
Priesthood receive revelation and
prophecy, and yet these gifts belong to
the Church, and those who are faithful in
the kingdom of God inherit them and are

entitled to them; and all ought to live so as
to enjoy the spirit of these gifts and callings
continually.

Do we know and understand that it is
our business to build up Zion? To have
seen the way this people have conducted
themselves in years past, one would not
have had the least idea that such was our
business; but it made no difference whom
we built cities for; many would build for
Jew or Gentile, Greek, Mahommedan, or
Pagan, every class of men on the earth, as
readily, apparently, as they would build up
Zion. Yet the word of the Lord to us is to
build up Zion and her cities and stakes.
Lengthen her cords and strengthen her
stakes, O ye House of Israel; add to her
beauty and add to her strength! Why, to
have seen the conduct of the people you
might have supposed they knew no more
about Zion than about a city of the Chi-
nese, or a city in France, Italy, Germany, or
Asia; just as soon build up a city in Asia or
Africa as anywhere else, “no matter whom
we build for if we only get the dollar, only
get our pay for our work.” Yet the com-
mandment of God to us is to build up
Zion and her cities. I told you here last
Sunday what Joseph said in this respect—
what we should build and what we should
not build up. This book [the book of Doc-
trine and Covenants] is full of it.

We say we believe Joseph was a prophet,
that he had the priesthood and was called
of God to gather the people together and
establish Zion. If we believe this, why not
let our lives prove that we believe the doc-
trine that we profess? Can you see any of
the Christians in the world who do not be-
lieve the doctrine they profess? It is a very
dark picture to look upon—a sad affair
that we disbelieve our own doctrines. Let
us remember them and live accordingly.
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