
If we will cling closely to the Lord, be 
more humble, and be filled with the spirit 
of life, the Lord is willing that we should 
have the good things of this world. In the 
first place, will we be of one heart and 
mind financially? You will at once say, 
“yes, we are of one heart and mind, and 
desire to be one in every good thing.”

It has been said here, time and time 
again, and been prophesied for years and 
years—Joseph said it when alive—that the 
time would come when men would be glad 
to take a bundle under their arms and flee 
to the mountains, when they will seek unto 
this people for succor. Already is this com-
ing to pass. People are coming by thou-
sands and scores of thousands into these 
mountains. Are we willing they should 
have succor? Yes, and some of us are a 
little too willing. It is written, “Love your 
enemies,” but when I hear of what I have 
heard, and what I am a witness is true, of 
a poor woman taking a sack of flour and 
selling it sack and all for a dollar, to a man 
who, perhaps, helped to kill the Prophet 
Joseph, while her children are left without 
bread, I do not think that is right—that 
is loving our enemies a little too well. It 
is said self-preservation is the first law of 
nature, then let us preserve ourselves well 
enough to save our lives.

Will we sell our grain? Yes, but I will 
say to the inhabitants of these mountains, 
who have been here for years and are rais-
ing grain, it is their privilege to be paid for 
their labor. We will sell flour at a fair labor 
price, and reserve the bran and shorts to 
feed the cows and fatten the pigs.

Do not say there are men in the midst 
of this people who cannot get work, for it 
is not so. And you, sisters, who lack work, 
if you cannot get washing, sewing, or 
housework to do, go to your neighbor and 
tell him, you will go into the field and pick,

rake, and glean, if he will pay you in 
wheat. You, brother, go to your brother 
and say, “You will want your place fenced; 
I will cut the poles and make you a fence. 
I will make adobies, get the timber to saw 
into lumber, and make you a house; will 
you pay me in wheat?” There is plenty of 
work for everybody in this Territory, and 
the reason many are so poor now is, that 
in years gone by if a carpenter, a tailor, a 
blacksmith, etc., was offered wheat in pay-
ment, he would say, “I won’t take wheat; I 
have so much now it is a curse.” This is the 
way things have gone; and when they sold 
wheat, they sold it at one-third its value. 
This has brought evil upon the people.

You are a good people here; and I say 
to you, one and all, receive my thanks for 
your attention to us as a company today. I 
thought we had got right into the middle 
of the 4th of July—that Independence 
Day had come—when I saw those little 
ornamentings, the little ones with their 
flags and rosettes, and the signs of gladness 
around. I do not think you did this because 
brother Taylor, or brother Kimball, or any-
body else was coming, but to show your re-
spect for your brethren, and I bless you for 
it. But if you do not do what I counsel you 
I will tell you of it. I do not care though 
all the world bowed to me, it would not 
make me one particle proud. I feel prouder 
to be a son of God and a member of the 
Kingdom of God, than anything else. Still 
you are disposed to pay us respect in this 
manner, and I hope you will be blessed for-
ever and ever, which you will be through 
faithfulness in good works.

The Kingdom of heaven is first and 
foremost with us. When the people do 
right, I am satisfied; but when they do 
wrong, I will tell them of it, for that is my 
business. It is also my business to bless, and 
I bless you in the name of Jesus: Amen.
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