
receive it from all the snares and tempta-
tions of the adversary with which they may
be assailed. God, our heavenly Father, has
promised the Holy Ghost, with all its gifts
to those who receive His gospel. He has
said that those who go forth in humility
and meekness, forsaking their sins and
truly repenting, shall receive for themselves
a knowledge of the principles which they
have embraced; that they shall receive the
Comforter, who will take of the things of
God and show them to them; and the his-
tory of this entire people has proved that
such is the case, and that the Spirit of God,
with its accompanying gifts, is abundantly
poured out upon those who live so as to re-
ceive them.

The gospel of Jesus Christ claims our
obedience, whether we receive the gifts of
the Spirit or not. The Lord in His mercy
has promised to us these gifts; but when
He makes demand on His children, it is
not for them to stand still and make con-
ditions with Him about the principles they
are going to receive; and those who do so
commit sin in the very outset. They grieve
the Spirit of God by manifesting such a
want of confidence; whereas, those who go
forth in humility, trusting in God, and who
receive the truth because God has revealed
it, and because it is sweet unto them, have
no cause to mourn that He has not be-
stowed upon them all that He has prom-
ised. But, on the contrary, their souls are
filled to overflowing with the outpourings
of the Spirit of God, and with the gifts of
that Spirit which are bestowed upon them.
This has ever been the case; it is so today,
and it will be so as long as the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints exists in
purity on the earth, or there is a man left on
the earth to administer in the ordinances

of the holy priesthood of the Son of 
God.

The great difficulty with mankind is
that they have arranged in their own minds
plans for the salvation of the human race.
You can scarcely meet with a man in the
world—although he may acknowledge that
God has not spoken to the children of men
for nearly 1,800 years, and that he never
saw a divinely inspired servant of God, one
who had the right to exercise the priest-
hood of the Son of God as the ancient ser-
vants of God did—but has a plan arranged
in his own mind respecting the course
which he thinks God should take in saving
His children. Begin to talk with them, and
the traditions they have received from their
fathers, preachers, or schoolmasters imme-
diately rise up, and if what you state comes
in contact with those traditions, no matter
how pure, heavenly, and attractive it may
otherwise be, they will reject it. This is the
rock on which the nations of the earth are
making shipwreck, because, instead of re-
ceiving the truth when presented to them
in humility and meekness like little chil-
dren, they feel to dictate, and prescribe the
laws and requirements of the gospel, and
the manner in which it should be
preached. Wherever this spirit exists, there
is no room for the meek and lowly spirit of
Jesus to have place; another spirit has pos-
session and controls them.

How many men are there who come from
afar and see Zion being built up, and see the
work of God progressing on this land, who
recognize the features that the prophets have
said should characterize and attend on 
Zion and the work of God in the last days?
Why, it is as much as the Latter-day 
Saints can do who come from the nations of
the earth, to recognize in the work of
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