LOVE FOR THE THINGS OF GOD, ETC.

be? Have they apple seeds to start a nurs-
ery, or plum pits to plant, that they can say
to the brethren, if you want any trees we
will soon be able to supply you? I have nev-
er purchased a peach or apple tree without
paying from fifty cents to a dollar each for
them, yet in one season I gave away 14,000
peach trees, and if I had received the same
price I gave they would have brought me
some $7,000. I did this to encourage the
people. In the early period of our raising
apples and peaches I never suffered a peach
pit to be thrown away, nor ate an apple
without saving the seeds to plant. It is true
you have not been long in this valley, but
you have been here long enough to have
nursery upon nursery, with trees two and
three years old. There are a few trees here.
Raise orchards, if only for the welfare of
your children, as brother George A. Smith
has said, that they may be preserved from
growing up thieves. The temptation is
strong for the children, and if they can get
fruit in no other way they are sorely tempt-
ed to steal it. Do not lay a foundation to
make your children thieves. The man who
sends his little son or hired boy on to the
prairie to herd sheep or oxen, lays a foun-
dation for making that boy a thief; and he
who will do this will have the curse of God
resting upon him in proportion. Trace it
back, and you will find it is so. Will you
hearken to this counsel? If so, stop sending
boys to herd.

Why not quarry rock and build stone
houses, and make stone fences? Stone
makes a good fence, and it will not winter
kill. Build fences, have good gardens, and
make yourselves comfortable and happy,
serving God; let that be first continu-
ally, so that you may have consciences
void of offense towards God and man.
Build meetinghouses, put up the one
you have in contemplation, and finish it
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nicely. Get lumber and make bins in which
to put up your wheat so that it can be safe
for fifty years, if needed. If you are com-
pelled to stack your wheat, stack it right,
for you may have storms. You have English
and Danish brethren here who can stack it
so that it will stand for fifty years. But, as
far as you can, get lumber and build grana-
ries and preserve your grain.

I want to say a word or two with regard
to brethren here taking goods from mer-
chants to sell. Watch and learn the spirit
of the man who does this, and in nine
cases out of ten his faith, feelings, and af-
fections are wholly to benefit his employer,
to get all he can from the people, and re-
ally commit the riches of the Saints to his
employer, no matter whether he be Jew or
Gentile. Such a man will, sooner or later,
apostatize. Those who will do this, and will
shave the Saints to do a good business for
the merchant who employs them, I curse
in the name of Jesus Christ, and they shall
be cursed.

Sunday Morning, 26th.

There is one principle I would like to
have the Latter-day Saints perfectly under-
stand—that is, of blessings and cursings.
For instance, we read that war, pestilence,
plagues, famine, etc., will be visited upon
the inhabitants of the earth; but if distress
through the judgments of God comes upon
this people, it will be because the majority
have turned away from the Lord. Let the
majority of the people turn away from the
Holy Commandments which the Lord has
delivered to us, and cease to hold the balance
of power in the Church, and we may expect
the judgments of God to come upon us;
but while six-tenths or three-fourths of this
people will keep the commandments of God,
the curse and judgments of the Almighty
will never come upon them, though
we will have trials of various kinds, and
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