
we should so receive the kingdom of God.
What did any of us know respecting the
truth until the Prophet revealed it? What
do we know today? Why a great many of
us think we know a great many things. It is
an exceedingly difficult thing for a Bishop
to teach us, or for an Apostle to impress
our minds with the truth he is filled with,
or for President Young and his counselors
to convey to our minds and have us com-
prehend the truth which God has revealed
to them. Why is this? It is because we are
filled with our traditions and preconceived
notions as to what is right and what is
wrong. We relinquish and part with those
notions and traditions very slowly; we can-
not cast them aside apparently without
great effort, and it requires the work of
years to emancipate us from this thralldom.
But there is, nevertheless, a great necessity
that we should exert ourselves to the ut-
most of our ability in this labor. We should
seek to have our minds spread out and ex-
pand so that when the things of God are
told to us we can adopt them, and throw
aside everything that comes in contact with
them. There is a great work before us, and
the progress that the Church has made
during the last thirty-seven years, only en-
ables us to see a little glimmer of the im-
mensity that stretches out before us. The
distance between us and the celestial king-
dom of our God is inconceivably great to
us at the present time; our minds cannot
grasp the distance we have to traverse be-
fore we reach the presence of God and are
prepared to dwell with Him eternally. By
the Spirit of God we can comprehend
some little of it; we can comprehend the
distance we have yet to travel by thinking
of the distance we have traveled.

We have come out of, and tra-

velled from Babylon, according to the
command of God, that we may become a
people directly opposite to everything ex-
isting in Babylon. This was the proclama-
tion made to us; and the object of the
proclamation was that we might be eman-
cipated completely from the things of the
world, that we might be prepared to dwell
with God eternally in the heavens.

Now, think of the distance there is be-
tween us and the people of Babylon today.
The distance we have traveled is scarcely
perceptible to some; and on some points
we are so near that we can reach and shake
hands with them, we have made so little
progress. Yet there is nothing truer than
this, that before we are prepared to dwell in
the presence of God we must be directly
opposite to them in almost every respect.
Morality is taught and moral truths are en-
forced among them; but aside from the
theory, everything is rotten and corrupt
from the base to the topmost stone. God
has said so, and we have had some little ex-
perience in it ourselves; and so far as we
have gone we can say that such is the case.
Society has to be differently organized
under the rule of the Church of God. We
have already made a great stride in this re-
spect. The one great institution which God
has revealed has done more to emancipate
us, and create a difference between us and
the world than anything I can conceive of;
that is the order of marriage. It creates a
complete distinctness between us and the
people of the world. We can see how much
we are progressing in this direction, and
they who are living their religion are mak-
ing rapid progress. There was a necessity for
the revelation of this principle in order that
the people of God might be entirely distinct
from the people of Babylon. As long as we
lived under those old institutions which
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