
and in animadverting upon their acts we
could tell a great many things that we be-
lieve are essentially wrong, whether relating
to their morals, politics, religion, philoso-
phy, or anything else; and some of us are
pretty well acquainted with the ideas they
entertain, and the morals that prevail
amongst them. We did not come here to
copy after anything that exists in the world;
we had no such idea or intention, and if
this fact is not understood by all the Latter-
day Saints it ought to be. When men come
among us we should be very sorry indeed
if they found us like the world; we are not
like them, neither do we wish to be. We
did not come here to set up a government
to be separate and distinct from other gov-
ernments, and to seek to possess a certain
power and influence over our own mem-
bers or over other people; this never en-
tered into our minds. We do not, today, try
to imitate any of the governments of the
earth; we do not admire their policy; we do
not believe that their systems are correct.
We believe that they have the seeds of dis-
solution within themselves, and through
the lack of correct principles by which to
regulate themselves, that they will eventu-
ally crumble to pieces. Neither do we be-
lieve in their religion, and we should be
sorry if any of our people were like them,
or even attempted to be like them in a reli-
gious point of view. Most of us have been
associated with their varied systems of reli-
gion before we came here. We have been
mixed up with them in the United States,
England, France, Germany, Switzerland,
Norway, Sweden, Denmark, and other 
parts of the earth, and have long ago re-
nounced their religion, because we consid-
ered it false. We do not consider it any more
true today, and, of course, men who think

they are right, and measuring us by their
standard, must necessarily conclude that
we are wrong; that is the only conclusion at
which they can arrive. Having been associ-
ated with the various churches—Roman
Catholic, Greek, Episcopalian or English,
Presbyterian, Baptist, Methodist, Quaker,
and other churches and denominations of
the day, we know what their ideas are reli-
giously, and we did not leave them because
we thought they were right, but because we
believed them to be in error and that the
whole of them had departed from the
principles laid down in the Scriptures of
truth. We left them because we conceived
that they lacked the principles of life, vital-
ity, intelligence, and revelation possessed by
the religion that Jesus Christ introduced
upon the earth. That, I confess, was the
reason why I left them.

I remember once calling at a man’s
house who was a Presbyterian. After talk-
ing to him a little about his religion, said
he, “You entertain curious notions.” Said
I, “I believe I got my notions from the
Bible.” Afterwards an infidel came in with
whom I had a long conversation, trying to
prove to him that the Bible and the Chris-
tian religion were true, or at least that
taught by the Bible. “Well,” said this gen-
tleman to me, “I am surprised; I thought
you were an infidel.” “Why?” said I. “Be-
cause,” he replied, “I thought you did not
believe in the Bible.” Said I, “You are la-
boring under a great mistake; I do believe
in the Bible, but not in principles con-
trary to the Bible, and consequently as the
religion of the present day does not agree
with the Bible I do not agree with it.” I
suppose these have been the feelings,
more or less, with the majority of the
Saints, at least with those who reasoned
upon and contemplated these matters. For
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