
cessary that we should have a government
to regulate and manage affairs in our
midst. We are forced into this position, we
cannot help ourselves, and hence we be-
come a Territory, and have our Governor,
Judges, Marshal, and Secretary of State sent
us by the United States; and our Represen-
tative in the Congress of the United States.

Then we have our local Legislature, as
other Territories have, to enact laws for the
protection of the good and virtuous, for
punishment of crime, the execution of jus-
tice, and the preservation of peace and
good order throughout the Territory. Is
there anything wrong in all this? Not that
I am aware of. Whose rights have we inter-
fered with? Who cannot obtain justice
here? Who are deprived of their rights here?
Is there any man, woman, or child,
stranger or citizen deprived of his or her
rights, or who cannot obtain a hearing for
grievances real or imaginary?  Who is there
throughout the length and breadth of the
Territory who cannot obtain the full bene-
fit of law, equity, and justice? No one. Well,
we are here in this capacity, and there are
other things that underlie these, if you
please. The Republicans, you know, in the
States, have been very fond for a long time
of talking about a higher law of some kind.
We, too, have a higher law, not a negro law
particularly, but a law that emanates from
God; a law that is calculated to promote
the best interests and the happiness of this
people, and of the world when they will lis-
ten to it. Then do you profess to ignore the
laws of the land? No; not unless they are
unconstitutional, then I would do it all the
time. Whenever the Congress of the
United States, for instance, pass a law inter-
fering with my religion, or with my reli-

gious rights, I will read a small portion of
that instrument called the Constitution of
the United States, now almost obsolete,
which says—“Congress shall pass no law
interfering with religion or the free exercise
thereof;” and I would say, gentlemen, you
may go to Gibraltar with your law, and I
will live my religion. When you become vi-
olators of the Constitution you have sworn
before high heaven to uphold, and perjure
yourselves before God, then I will maintain
the right, and leave you to take the wrong
just as you please. There are other things,
too, that I, as an individual would do.
There have been attempts made here to in-
terfere with the trial by jury, a right guar-
anteed by the Constitution of the United
States as well as by the Magna Charta of
England. And we have had cases right in
our midst where a judge has told the jury
that if they did not bring in such a verdict
as he had instructed them to, he would set
it aside. Of what use, then, is a jury? Why
not let the judge act without them; if they
are to be dictated to by him what becomes
of our freedom? If my services as a juryman
were required, I would give my opinion
frankly and honestly, and no judge should
control me; but I would try to be a man,
and would not be cowed by any man sent
among us trying to pervert justice. No man
should make a scapegoat of me; if he
wished to violate constitutional rights he
should do it on his own responsibility.
Some men will endure a great deal in 
matters of this kind, and they will call it
humility; but I desire no such humility. I
want a principle that will maintain, up-
hold, and stand by the rights of man, giv-
ing to all men everywhere equal rights, and
that will preserve inviolate the fundamen-
tal principles of the Constitution of our
country.
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