
here and seek to exalt themselves, but our
opinion is that it is time enough for men to
be somebody when God makes them so,
and that manmade men are only poor mis-
erable creatures at the best.

Do we not believe in the voice of the
people? Yes; but we believe in the voice of
God first, in the middle, and in the end.
God says, “I am Alpha and Omega, the be-
ginning and the end, the first and the last;”
and we want to be governed by Him in
everything—firstly, secondly, thirdly, and
lastly. We do not think we have wisdom to
manage our political affairs without the in-
terposition of the Most High. Sometime
ago we had an army sent against us by the
United States. How did we conquer it? Per-
haps you will say we did not conquer it;
perhaps we did not, but no matter about
that. Why did not they conquer us? Be-
cause our trust was in the living God, and
He has told us that it was His “business to
take care of His Saints.” We believed Him;
we asked Him to take care of us, and He
did. He took care of them, too, and after a
while they went sneaking off as they
came, and did nothing. We have had diffi-
culties in the south of our Territory with
Indians; we have today. What is the best
course for us to take in regard to them?
Who can dictate us in these matters? If
the Lord does not, I am sure I do not
know who can. I consider that we are all
in the hands of God. He could let the red
men upon us to chastise us if He saw
proper; and He could say to them “Hold,
be still,” and they would be as still as
mice. It is so with the United States—they
are in His hands as well as we; and when
any man or set of men seek to interfere
with us or our rights it is just as easy for
Him to say to them, as to the waves of

Jordan, “Hither shall ye come, and no fur-
ther.” It is necessary for us to understand
this; and to realize our position, and also to
be united in carrying out any enterprise or
policy that the Lord shall dictate to us
through His servants. In relation to what
may be called political economy the people
think “we have the right to do as we
please.” I do not know so much about that.
You had a right to become “Mormons” or
to let “Mormonism” alone, and you had
the right to gather to Zion or to stay where
you were. You have the right to be “Mor-
mons” here or not, as you please; but I very
much doubt the right of men to do as they
please when they profess to be Latter-day
Saints; because we have covenanted to-
gether to keep the commandments of God
and obey the holy priesthood, and in this
and other Conferences vote to uphold
them and not to destroy, plot against, and
overturn the power of the priesthood, or
individuals, or nations, but to uphold righ-
teousness, maintain truth, establish justice,
and spread peace throughout the earth.
That is what we plot, contrive, and pray
for, and that has been the head and front of
our offending from the organization of the
Church till the present day. Well, but
would we like to have our own way? Yes;
and we do to a great extent. But when we
do have so much of it we do not get along
quite so well. Have you never heard Presi-
dent Young tell the story about the dog that
was so very obedient? Said its master, “that
dog will obey me in everything;” and to
prove his assertion, said he, “Caesar, go
out!” But Caesar did not go out, he went
under the bed. “Well,” said his master, “if
you will not go out, go under the bed, then,
you shall obey me.” President Young feels a
good deal like this with the Saints. They
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