
when there would be a famine in the land;
not for bread, nor for water, but for the
hearing of the word of the Lord. Hence it
is necessary that we should prepare a suit-
able Tabernacle, that we may be supplied
when that day of famine shall arrive. I
think that it has existed in the world for a
long period, but that very few of the
human family have realized it.

There are many subjects which I would
like to present before my brethren and sis-
ters which bear with more or less weight
upon my mind, and which are directly cal-
culated to concentrate the minds of the
people on the “mark” given us by the Pres-
ident to preach to. The Presidency, in their
instructions yesterday, brought our minds
very clearly to the points which it is proper
for us to reflect upon and to exert ourselves
to carry out: unity in our action, educa-
tion, business relations, and in everything
pertaining to this world or any other with
which we ever will have anything to do.

It has often been reiterated that we are
agreed in doctrine—in belief in the Lord
Jesus Christ, repentance, baptism, laying
on of hands, resurrection of the dead, eter-
nal judgments, and the sacrament. We are
agreed almost to a unit on these subjects.
The Christian world, for many genera-
tions, has been split into atoms on the
question of the sacrament. The blood of
millions has been shed because some have
believed that in consecrating the elements
for the sacrament they became the actual
flesh and blood of Jesus Christ, while 
others believed they were but symbols, 
and that it was simply done in remem-
brance of him. On these points we are
agreed. We are the most remarkable people
that ever existed on the earth. I might say
that devout men and women out of every

nation under heaven are gathered here.
What did they come here for? To hear the
word of the Lord, to walk in His paths,
and to prepare to inherit His glory. Having
done so much for our religion is an earnest
that we are ready to labor all the rest of our
days to obey the word of the Lord which
goes forth from Zion. We come here with
a great variety of prejudices and with abun-
dance of tradition, but with a great deal of
confidence in the principles of the gospel.
We are, as it were, in a new world, a desert,
a country that is only made fertile by actual
labor, and its fertility is only retained by
the main strength of its inhabitants. Cease
to irrigate our fields, repair our dams, clean
out our ditches, and our country becomes
a desert again in a quarter of the time that
it has taken us to make it. In some respects
it is peculiarly fitted to us, for while many
of us are interested in one dam, one water
ditch, or one stream of water, we are com-
pelled to cultivate a spirit of union and
oneness, or the result is we go hungry, and
that same spirit of oneness is actually neces-
sary to enable us to fulfil our mission here
and for our exaltation hereafter.

The God of Heaven has a mission for
every man and woman that He calls into
this work. We may hear some names read
to the Conference of brethren who are
called on a mission, but it is only to another
part of the vineyard. We are all on a mis-
sion, and every man and woman in this
church is under just as much obligation to
perform that mission as either the Twelve
Apostles or the Presidency—salvation and
eternal glory are at stake in each case. If the
Presidency or the Twelve fail to perform
their mission the result is the same as it is
with the least member in the church; it may
be in a greater degree, from the fact that
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