
I wish to say a few words to our young 
men. My friends, it would give me great 
pleasure if you would mark my words 
well. As quick as you are old enough, learn 
to think for yourselves, and to look life’s 
stern realities fairly in the face, and learn 
to know yourselves, and your power and 
opportunities for doing good. When I 
was sixteen years of age, my father said 
to me, “You can now have your time; go 
and provide for yourself;” and a year had 
not passed away before I stopped run-
ning, jumping, wrestling and the laying 
out of my strength for naught; but when 
I was seventeen years of age, I laid out my 
strength in planing a board, or in cultivat-
ing the ground to raise something from it 
to benefit myself. I applied myself to those 
studies and pursuits of life that would 
commend me to every good person who 
should become acquainted with me al-
though, like other young men, I was full 
of weakness, sin, darkness, and ignorance, 
and labored under disadvantages which the 
young men of this community have not to 
meet. I sought to use language on all occa-
sions, that would be commendable, and to 
carry myself in society, in a way to gain for 
myself the respect of the moral and good 
among my neighbors. When I was invited 
to drink liquor, I said, as I would now say, 
“I am much obliged to you, but I do not 
use ardent spirits.” When young men pur-
sue this course, they beget for themselves 
unbounded confidence in their friends and 
acquaintances; they can be trusted when 
money or property is committed to their 
care, because they are honest, economical, 
and prudent, and will do right; wherever 
or whenever you meet them, you will find 
them bearing the deportment of gentlemen, 
towards every person with whom they come

in contact, whether old or young. We, of 
all people upon the earth, should know, as 
a community, the best how to regulate our 
morals, feelings, and passions. We should 
know how to train up our children in the 
ways of the Lord, that they may be a cred-
it to us, as parents, and as citizens of the 
Kingdom of God.

It is a shame to a man, who is made af-
ter the image of God, not to have control 
over his tongue, in the moments of passion 
or rage; let him first overcome and gov-
ern his passion, and then trust himself to 
speak, whether he be in the presence of his 
family or alone. “Let your speech be always 
with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may 
know how ye ought to answer every man.” 
When we speak, let us speak good words; 
when we think, think good thoughts; and 
when we act, perform good acts; until it 
shall become the delight of every man and 
woman to do good instead of evil, and to 
teach righteousness by example, and pre-
cept rather than unrighteousness. The men 
and women who pursue this course are en-
titled to all the blessings of heaven, both 
temporal and spiritual, and such blessings 
will be bestowed upon them as fast as they 
are prepared to properly apply, use, and 
enjoy them.

I will here say to parents, that kind 
words and loving actions towards chil-
dren, will subdue their uneducated na-
tures a great deal better than the rod, or, 
in other words, than physical punishment. 
Although it is written that, “The rod and 
reproof give wisdom: but a child left to 
himself bringeth his mother to shame,” 
and, “He that spareth his rod hateth his 
son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him 
betimes;” these quotations refer to wise  
and prudent corrections. Children who
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