
benefit to the community, but as it turned
out it educated us into the idea that we
must buy what we needed from abroad. In
1857, I could get the flax I raised worked
up; folks would take care of it. In the
spring of 1858, I put into the hands of a
man four and a half bushels of flax seed,
gave him a good piece of land, and told
him there was a chance for him to raise a
fine crop of flax. The first thing I knew
about it was that the flax was gathered, but
the man told he had not time to attend to
it; he had been to Camp Floyd trading a
little, he had let it all rot, but nobody
would swingle, break, or work it out, be-
cause it was so much easier and cheaper to
do some kind of trading and get a little of
something out of the store. Now, had we,
when means came into our hands, at that
period or any other, taken the advice given,
and invested it in machinery, we should
not only have been able to supply our fu-
ture wants at home, but should have kept
plenty of money in our own country.

To show you the zeal with which the au-
thorities of the church have endeavored to
promote home manufactures, I have only to
refer you to the establishment of the mis-
sion in Southern Utah. It was a barren deso-
late country, and possessed of but a small
amount of soil adapted to raising cotton.
When President Y
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