
requested them either to draw the line of 
demarcation between spiritual and tempo-
ral things, or forever afterwards hold their 
peace on that subject.

I do not believe it is my prerogative to 
preach a doctrine I do not practice myself; 
neither is it the privilege of any other Elder 
of this Church; still we do it. I have fre-
quently requested Legislators, Councilors, 
and other public men, never to oppose a 
principle or measure, they cannot improve. 
This is a general rule; but there may be 
exceptions.

I defy any man on earth to point out 
the path a Prophet of God should walk in, 
or point out his duty, and just how far he 
must go, in dictating temporal or spiritual 
things. Temporal and spiritual things are 
inseparably connected, and ever will be. 
The first act that Joseph Smith was called 
to do by the angel of God, was, to get the 
plates from the hill Cumorah, and then 
translate them, and he got Martin Harris 
and Oliver Cowdery to write for him. He 
would read the plates, by the aid of the 
Urim and Thummim, and they would 
write. They had to either raise their bread 
from the ground, or buy it, and they had 
to eat and drink, and sleep, and toil, and 
rest, while they were engaged in bringing 
forth the great Work of the last days. All 
these were temporal acts, directed by the 
spirit of revelation.

With regard to Joseph the Prophet be-
ing a financier, I will say this for his cred-
it: if the Saints had gone forth with their 
whole heart, mind, and strength, as indi-
viduals and as a community, to perform 
the labor and the duties Joseph dictat-
ed, God would have blessed such to the 
people, they having done the best they 
could. I believe that, as much as I know 
that the sun shines. Joseph Smith never

tolerated in the least, indolence, idleness, 
slothfulness, drunkenness, or anything 
of the kind wherein exists sin. There are 
brethren here who were personally ac-
quainted with Joseph, and who have 
known him probably as long as I have. If 
ever Joseph got wrong, it was before the 
public, in the face and eyes of the people; 
but he never did a wrong in private that 
I ever knew of. In his private instructions 
to the Saints, the Angel Gabriel could 
not have given better instructions than he 
gave, and which he continued to do until 
his death. He gave as good counsel as the 
Savior did according to his knowledge; 
but as to his being as exemplary as Jesus 
was, I cannot say, for we know but little 
of the life of the Savior. When he entered 
on the ministry, he was thirty years of age, 
and he labored three years. We have only 
a few items of the life of the Savior, and of 
the Apostles; and we have but very little of 
the doings and sayings which transpired in 
the lives of the ancient Prophets. As to the 
character of the Savior, I have nothing to 
say, only that he is the Savior of the world, 
and was the best man that ever lived on 
this earth, and my firm conviction is, that 
Joseph Smith was as good a man, as any 
Prophet or Apostle that ever lived upon 
this earth, the Savior excepted. I wanted to 
say so much for brother Joseph.

I care not who plants and who waters, 
who trades here, or goes to that city, to 
trade and do business, who buys goods in 
the States, or sells them in these valleys, it 
is the Lord who gives to every man, that 
which he possesses on the earth; it is the 
free gift of God, whether we be Saints 
or sinners. “I returned, and saw under 
the sun that the race is not to the swift,
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