
a mission it would make them happy, but
I have been told that there is no better field
for missionary labor than here in the
mountains; and every man here, bearing
the Priesthood, has got a mission to preach
the gospel at home, where his labors are
most needed, and where he can do the
most good. At this Conference every pre-
siding officer, Bishop, Elder, Priest,
Teacher, Deacon, and member of the
Church has got a text to preach from in his
future ministrations; to bring this people to
a oneness in all things is, henceforth, the
object of our labors. We are already united
on many points; for instance, we are one
here today in partaking of the Sacrament in
remembrance of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. But there are other things that re-
quire our attention. We should be one in
all our movements in sustaining ourselves.

This is a portion of the text that has
been given to us, and I feel that much
good will result from the counsel we have
had on this subject, and I intend to lay
hold of it with all my might. And let us
all endeavor by the help of God to leave
off our tea, coffee, liquor, and other
things, that are neither good for the body
nor for the belly. We can overcome, for
God will not require more of us than we
can do. He has borne with us these many
years; but, if I can discern the signs of the
times, He is now going to require these
things at our hands. Supposing He had
given the Word of Wisdom as a com-
mand, how many of us would have been
here? I do not know; but He gave this
without command or restraint, observing
that it would be pleasing in His sight for
His people to obey its precepts. Ought we
not to try to please our Heavenly Father,
and to please His servants who are paving
the way for us into the Kingdom of

God? Can we get there without them? No;
we cannot, and we need not try. God had
appointed these prophets and apostles to
lead and guide us into His Kingdom, and
I do not expect to get there without them,
and I am not going to try. If I can get there
with them I shall be very thankful. How
many blessings have you received in this
kingdom without them? I do not know of
any. If we have blessings we have received
them through their counsel and guidance.

I am thankful that we, today, have the
privilege of beholding the faces of our
brethren who have borne the burden and
heat of the day, and who are still ready and
willing to administer for our benefit. I
think that we, above all people, ought to be
willing to retrace our steps in a great many
things, that we may obtain the blessings
that we are seeking and not be cut short. I
tell you the kingdom is rolling; and as for
the nations of the earth, we need not be
troubled about them, the Lord and the
devil will take care of them. They are wast-
ing away, and they will go to their own
place, and Israel will be gathered out, and
the faithful will be saved in the Kingdom
of God. This is my testimony. You need
not have any doubts or fears from this time
forth; if you are faithful and live your reli-
gion you are safe, and you will land safe in
the Kingdom of God. I have no dubiety on
my mind with regard to these things, and
it is my study to know how to live so that I
may enjoy the Holy Ghost—the Spirit of
this gospel; and it cheers and comforts my
heart when I hear the Elders talking about
the good things of the Kingdom of God.

I have come nearly a hundred 
miles through the mud and snow to 
visit and hear the voices of my 
brethren and to listen to their coun-
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