
It is not this house which I am now in-
structing, but it is the persons who dwell 
in it; so it is not the earthly house of this 
tabernacle that is instructed, so much as it 
is the spirit that dwells within it. When we 
are instructed by the gifts and power of the 
Holy Ghost, that knowledge is conveyed 
to us from heaven, and we are being in-
formed in this world by knowledge which 
pertains to the next existence, that we may 
become exalted and glorified, the same as 
a man rises from one degree of knowledge 
and learning to another in an earthly semi-
nary of education. Then the education and 
training we give our children in this world 
are not lost; but they are so far fitted and 
prepared for advancement in the next. 
Some of my children are good scholars; I 
keep them at school, and I try to lead them 
in the path of truth; and I also instruct their 
mothers to teach their children to come 
unto God. If any of my wives place their 
reliance and hope upon a child, that child 
is sure to be taken away from them. The 
Lord designs that I shall be the head and 
leader of my family, to guide them into His 
presence; and he will take away every prop 
in order to place everything where it should 
be. That remark is just as good for every 
other family as it is for mine. The Lord will 
take away every prop that I put my trust 
in outside of himself. When I was baptized 
into Him I put Him on, and should live in 
him, and should not rely upon any other 
but him; I should cleave unto him, and my 
family should cleave unto me, that we may 
be all one in Him.

I have no love for this world, and if it 
were not for the cause of God which I have 
espoused, and my family, and the Church 
and Kingdom of God, I would not turn 
my hand over whether I lived or died. The

bereavements I have suffered affect me in 
this way; nevertheless, Thy will be done, 
O Lord. Ellen has now lost three children; 
they are in heaven, and when she goes 
there, she will find them there, as sure as 
we shall find the Prophets and Apostles 
and Patriarchs of this Church, who have 
gone there, and are seated with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. There is a little army of 
my children gone before me, and will be 
there to welcome me when I go hence; and 
then look at the train that will follow after 
me! I believe that children behind the veil 
have more sympathy, care, and interest in 
the welfare of their friends in mortality than 
when they are here; and do they pray for 
father? Yes; just as much as I do. Can they 
approach the Lord more near than I can? 
Yes, and they no doubt pray, “O Lord God, 
I ask thee in the name of Jesus, to remem-
ber my good father, and my good brothers 
and sisters, who are still in mortality.”

Nineteen of my children are in the spirit 
world, and the parting with them has not 
given me as much sorrow, nor brought as 
many white hairs on my head, as those 
have done who now live. I have experi-
enced this; others have experienced it, and 
will experience it in time to come; for they 
must have an experience in this as well as 
brother Heber. Am I an offcast because I 
am thus called to suffer? No; “For whom 
the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourg
eth every son whom he receiveth. If ye en-
dure chastening, God dealeth with you as 
sons; for what son is he whom the father 
chasteneth not? But if ye be without chas-
tisement, whereof all are partakers, then are 
ye bastards, and not sons.” I know this day 
that I have favor with God; and I would 
not do anything that would deprive me of
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