
this for the world and all that is in it. I 
would rather leave the world this moment, 
than live to sin against God. I say to my 
family take care of your children. Ellen, 
take care of the two you have living, and 
be satisfied with them. Be contented, and 
never complain against the providences of 
God. So I say unto all my family. Never be 
cross with one another. Joseph was never 
cross, he was always pleasant to all persons. 
Eight years ago he came near dying; I was 
impressed to ordain him a High Priest. I or-
dained him, and I do know that that had 
a saving effect upon the boy, and God has 
had respect to him. He now lives in the spir-
it; and I have joy in all these things. I stood 
near him until he breathed his last; but I 
could not prevail. This proved to me that 
I was a poor, weak, frail creature, that I was 
nothing more than the grass, or as a flower 
of the field; for the wind passeth over it, and 
it is gone. I have not one particle of power 
on this earth, only as God gives it to me. 
It is the power of Almighty God. I cannot 
stay his hand, and I am in his hand. I never  
was more sensible of this in my life than 
I now am. And I never saw my weakness

to the extent that I do now. And I never 
saw the day when I felt the necessity of liv-
ing faithful to God more than I do now—
that my eyes should be opened and I be 
filled with the Almighty power of God.

I can see before and behind, and all 
around. It is my privilege to see the head, 
the feet, and every member there is in the 
Church of God, and feel as they feel; if we 
all could do this what a heavenly people 
we should be. God would defend us. He 
will do it now, for the sake of the righ-
teous that dwell in our midst. The Church 
of God will triumph, while those who are 
rebellious and disobedient will see sorrow. 
This is my testimony. Brother Brigham, I 
say with all my heart, God bless you and 
yours, that you may live, and that the great 
power of God may be in you and increase 
upon you; and so I say unto all the Elders 
of Israel, that we may be one. And may the 
peace of God be upon this congregation 
that has come to condole with us. I am 
comforted. Death is swallowed up in life.

May God bless you all for evermore. 
Amen.
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