
This is one of the greatest days that Is-
rael has ever seen in this dispensation, and
one of the largest congregations that ever
assembled in the capacity of a Conference
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. The cause which we have espoused
possesses, probably, today, a greater degree
of prosperity than it has ever done from its
commencement. Thus may it ever be from
this time henceforth and forever! From the
commencement of this work until the pre-
sent time we have continually increased in
power and numbers, and in blessings from
the Lord our God; and I believe that,
today, a greater degree of unity dwells in
the hearts of the people called Latter-day
Saints than ever before.

When we look back on the past history
of this people, and see the difficulties they
have had to encounter and have over-
come, our hearts should swell with joy
and gratitude to the benign Providence
which has brought us to the position that
we now enjoy. As we have been blessed
and preserved in the past, so it will ever be
with us, if we will only be true to our-
selves and walk in the ways of truth and
righteousness. Has not our experience
been sufficient in the past to give us confi-
dence in the future? Has not our faith
been increased by the multiplicity of bless-
ings and favors which we have received 
at the hands of our heavenly Father?

Inasmuch as we have asked in faith for
blessings, and have had our prayers an-
swered upon our heads, have we not faith
and confidence to approach our heavenly
Father again and again to supplicate for
blessings? Most assuredly this is the expe-
rience of every faithful Saint. Then let us
continue to improve, and endeavor to
weed from our hearts every evil influence
and strive to overcome every besetting
sin. Let this be among our labors in the
future, beginning with ourselves and then
with our families.

Upon this latter point, especially, let me
say a word. Let us provide schools, compe-
tent teachers, and good books for our chil-
dren, and let us pay our teachers. I would
have no objection to seeing the standard
works of the Church introduced into our
schools, that our children may be taught
more pertaining to the principles of the
gospel in the future than they are at pre-
sent. And let one test of fitness on the part
of those who teach be a thorough acquain-
tance with and love for the principles of
the gospel which we have received, that
our children may be taught the principles
of truth and righteousness, and be trained
from their youth in the nurture and ad-
monition of the Lord. Let this course be
taken in our schools, and let us pay our
teachers. We have those among us who 
are well qualified for teachers if we will
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