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were compelled to work by faith and not
by sight. Now, however, the soil is blessed,
the climate is delightful, and plenty and
prosperity attend the labors of the people.
To show you the difference of the climate
in the country, and of the district of coun-
try a few miles this side of it, I need only
mention that the morning we left Beaver
there was ice along the creeks, but when we
got to Toquerville, two days’ travel further
south, we found the apricots half grown,
the peaches as large as peas, the cotton-
wood trees green and in full leaf, altogether
looking like another country. It is a differ-
ent climate altogether from what it is in
these higher places.

The hand of God is in all the opera-
tions we are trying to carry out. We have
to build up Zion independent of the wick-
ed; we have got to become self-sustaining,
and the Lord is inspiring His prophets to
preach to us to lay the foundation for the
accomplishment of this work. The day is
not far distant when we shall have to take
care of ourselves. Great Babylon is going
to fall, judgment is coming on the wicked,
the Lord is about to pour upon the nations
of the earth the great calamities which He
has spoken of by the mouths of His proph-
ets; and no power can stay these things. It
is wisdom that we should lay the founda-
tion to provide for ourselves.

With regard to the Word of Wisdom,
I must say I was agreeably surprised to see
how generally the people are taking hold
of it. We did not see much coffee or tea,
and I do not think that one in the com-
pany drank a drop of it. I rejoice in this; it
is going to make the people more wealthy,
it will save us a great deal of means, besides
preventing our being poisoned to death,
for these things are poisoned, and the Lord
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understood that when He gave the Word
of Wisdom many years ago. The people are
improving in a great many things. There is
a very good spirit and feeling among them,
and the feeling to carry out the purposes of
God is general.

I rejoice in this work because it is true,
because it is the plan of salvation, the eter-
nal law of God that has been revealed to
us, and the building up of Zion is what
we are called to perform. I think we have
done very well considering our traditions
and all the difficulties which we have had
to encounter; and I look forward, by faith,
if I live a few years, to the time when this
people will accomplish that which the Lord
expects them to do. If we do not, our chil-
dren will. Zion has got to be built up, the
Kingdom of God has got to be established,
and the principles revealed to us have to
be enjoyed by the Latter-day Saints. There
is no principle that God has revealed but
what has salvation in it, and we, in order
to be saved, must observe His laws and or-
dinances. Where is there a man or woman
who does not wish to be saved? All wish to
be saved; all desire salvation, and to enjoy
those blessings which they were created to
enjoy. The gospel has been offered to this
generation for the purpose of saving them
in the Kingdom of God if they will receive
it. I rejoice in all the principles revealed to
us, and the more I see, hear, and learn, the
more | am satisfied of the importance of
the revelations that God has given to us.
As President Young remarked in one of
his sermons south, “Whatever the Lord
reveals to this or any other people does
not ignore anything revealed before.”
No part of the gospel is superfluous. It
is the same yesterday, today, and for-
ever, and all the inhabitants of this world
and all others have got to be saved by it,
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