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the example of Abraham, in taking more
wives than one, we are universally decried
and despised. The Christian world profess
to believe in Abraham, and he, through
obedience to the command of God in this
respect, was called the “Father of the faith-
ful,” and the twelve gates of the New
Jerusalem will each be named after one of
the twelve patriarchs, his descendants, and
the sons of a polygamist, and fathers of all
Israel. Even the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son
of God, who came to lay down his life to
redeem the world, was through the same
lineage. He was of Judah; He was the King
of the Jews and the Savior of the world.

These principles are as righteous 
today as in any other age of the 
world when governed and controlled

by the commandments of God. Let us
prize all the principles, revelations, and
blessings that God has revealed to us; let
us treasure them up, do our duty to God,
to one another, and our fellow men. No
man has any time to sin, to steal, swear, or
break any of the laws of God if he wishes
to secure a full and complete salvation;
but we must all do the best we can, labor-
ing with all our might to overcome every
evil, for it will take a whole life of faithful-
ness and integrity for any Saint of God to
receive a full salvation in the presence of
God.

May God bless us, and give us His
spirit, and wisdom to guide and direct us
into all truth, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

There have been a great many excellent
remarks made to us since we assembled
ourselves together to celebrate the anniver-
sary of the organization of the Church, re-
marks which, if treasured up in our hearts
and practiced in our lives, cannot fail to
make us a much better people than we are
today. It should be clear to the mind of
every Latter-day Saint that there is an ex-
treme necessity for us to be united. It is to
our union alone, imperfect though it may
have been, that we may attribute our suc-

cess in the past, under the blessing of God.
If we have any name or prestige in the
earth, if there is anything attached to the
name of Latter-day Saint or “Mormonism”
that conveys the idea of power to the
minds of the people, it has its origin in our
union, obedience, concentration of effort,
and our oneness of action, and the 
more this oneness increases the more
marked and distinct we will be among the
nations of the earth. What is it that has
made us the people we are today? It is
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