
to him in these matters. He is anxious that 
his power should be felt through the length 
and breadth of this Territory sufficiently 
to control and govern the people for good. 
Why? Because he knows that God has re-
vealed principles by which they can be led 
back into His presence if they will only be 
obedient to His counsel.

Short sermons are the order, and

I will not lengthen out my remarks. My 
prayer is, my brethren and sisters, that God 
will enable everyone of us to see these things 
aright, and to understand the obligations 
resting upon us; and that union may per-
vade the bosoms of the Saints from the low-
est to the highest, from the least in the land 
to the Presidency of the Church, which may 
God grant for Christ’s sake. Amen.
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I confess before the Latter-day Saints 
that like others who live in the religious 
and political world, or the world of histo-
ry, or any other world you have a mind to 
name, I really want power and influence. I 
confess to the Latter-day Saints and to the 
world that I want power to prevail on all 
the inhabitants of the earth to embrace the 
gospel of the Son of God that they may be 
saved in the Kingdom of Heaven. I want 
influence in the midst of the Latter-day 
Saints, sufficient to get all men and women 
to sanctify themselves before the Lord and 
to sanctify the Lord God in their hearts, 
and that they may be of one heart and one 
mind in all things, that they may be the 
disciples of the Lord Jesus. This compre-
hends a great deal.

I will now take the liberty of tell- 
ing you what I  do not want.  I  do  
not want influence or power over any

nation, people, family, or individual on the 
face of the earth to do them an injury or 
lead them astray, to promote strife or cor-
ruption in their hearts, or direct them in 
the way that leads to death. But I would 
like to have power with the people to in-
duce them to accept those principles which 
would put them in possession of life, lib-
erty, peace, joy, and all the blessings that 
can be enjoyed by the children of men, 
and that are promised in the gospel of life 
and salvation. I wish you ever to remem-
ber this when you think of yourselves, 
your brethren, or of any man that wants 
influence in the world. Always learn what 
an individual wants influence for. If he 
wants it for good, to promote peace and 
righteousness, never hinder his efforts, but  
promote them if you can. But when men 
try to gain influence for evil, to lead their 
fellow creatures in the way to death,
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